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( closer to the coast, we 
peered out the windows of 
our van, quieting down, wonder- 
ing what to expect. What kind of de- 
struction and chaos were we about 
to see? 

The 


eerie. 


transition was subtle and 

A line of telephone poles was 
permanently swayed, bowed to the 
ground. 

Mature pines and other trees had 
been ripped out of the earth and 
snapped in half, leaving ghostly 
mangled silhouettes where dense, 
lively forests had once been. 

It wasn’t until coming just outside 
of Beaumount, Texas, our home for 
the next week, that our eyes were 
opened to the destruction of not only 
the natural world, but also manmade 
buildings and homes. 

As we entered the more commer- 
cial area of Beaumont, our first im- 
pressions of the hurricane’s effects 
were challenged: the Wal-Mart, a 


Dr. Tim Epp, Becky Bauman, Ryan Jones, Maria Hovingh, Angela Herzog, Kristy bbe 
Joella Reitsma, Danielle Vander Hoek, and Candice Turner worked in Beaumont, Texas frome 


Helping Texans Mend N 
Than Their Fences} 


Hurricane disaster prompts Redeemer aidy 


mall, and the local Applebee’s ap- 
peared unscathed. The only hints of 
a long-gone hurricane were random 
piles of debris, subtle and small in 
nature. 

What kind of work would we be 
doing when it seemed that most of 
the cleanup had been completed? 

Once our Redeemer team met 
up with the rest of the Christian 
Reformed World Relief Committee 
(CRWRC), a disaster response team, 
we were soon encouraged to join 
a chainsaw seminar. Despite their 
sore, cramped legs and their want- 
ing little to do with continued sit- 
ting, the team optimistically trekked 
to the wide expanse called the 
Calvary Baptist parking lot. 

After our enlightening seminar in 
chainsaw use and safety, we reached 
the Woodland Baptist Church, our 
“dormitories” for the week, and we 
were greeted with utter warmth and 
appreciation—Texan style. 

Even in our initial introductions, 
we began to see the overwhelming 
cultural differences. For example, 
to separate the men’s and women’s 


The “Whys” and “Why Nots” of 
Redeemer Church Attendance 


Sunday mornings: St. Matthews or St. Mattress? 


[' you wake 
up Sunday 
morning anytime 
between 9 and 
ll am. you can 
glance out your 
dorm window and 
see multiple groups 
of students — wear- 
ing ties or jeans or 
skirts—piling into cars or buses on 
their way to a morning church ser- 
vice. If you wander into the dorms 
and peek into bedrooms, you can 
see many more students— wearing 
wrinkled pyjamas or last night's out- 
fits—sprawled in bed, enveloped in 
blankets. 

There facets to a 


are many 


Next Coffeehouse: Thursday, 10 at 10 p.m. 
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Christian’s walk 
with God. Church 
is one of them. So 
what makes some 
students rise early 
on a Sunday, with 
smiles or yawns, to 
attend a morning 
service, while oth- 
ers hit the snooze 
button and return to dreamland? 

I surveyed a wide range of on- 
campus and off-campus Redeemer 
students from different denomina- 
tional affiliations, While not enough 
students were questioned to accu- 
rately represent Redeemer’s church 
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sleeping quarte® in the church, a 
“chair barricade” was created, doors 
with windows wefe covered with 
construction paper and tape, and 
threatening “Do Not Enter” signs 
were posted by each entrance. 

That night, we went to bed filled 
with anticipation and eagerness for 
our first day of work. 

A typical day started around 6 
a.m., usually with groans, shuffling 
feet, and bleary eyes. Arriving at the 
CRWEC site at 7 a.m. for devotions 
with the rest of the team, the sun 
would finally be showing its face to 
us, the weary Redeemer travellers. 


Led by Dr Tim Epp and one of 


his friends, Beeky Bauman, the team 
included So¢ial Work/Sociology stu- 
dents Ryan Jones, Maria Hovingh, 
Angela Herzog, Kristy Karpenske, 
Sharon Kiers, Joella Reitsma, 
Danielle Vander Hoek, and me. 

We Redeemer folk were split and 
dispersed int6 three different teams, 
although we Were all able to work to- 
gether on the ast day. Typically, each 
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Caught Up in Smoke 


Students share their struggles with 


nicotine addiction 


A ccording ritability, tremors, 
to some difficulty concen- 
Redeemer stu- trating, and intense 
dents who are ei- cravings. 
ther smokers or Brinkman has 
recent quitters of smoked for five 
the habit, smoking years and com- 
is an addictive sin JOSEPH GROENEVELD pares smoking to 
that they wish they Senior Staff Writer an athlete stretch- 


could stop. 

Only a small percentage —about 
five percent—of the Redeemer stu- 
dent body smokes. Each person I in- 
terviewed has smoked for a number 
of years and has tried to quit several 
times—some have even tried over a 
dozen times! There are several rea- 
sons why these students have tried 
to quit smoking. 

First, all students interviewed be- 
lieve that smoking is a sin that the 
Bible inexplicitly forbids. It is an 
addiction, meaning that 
are slaves to their sin— 
smoking. 

As Christians, we are called to be 
slaves to God because we have been 
set free from sin (Romans 6:22). 
Our bodies are temples of the Holy 
Spirit; therefore, we do not have the 
right to do whatever we want with 
our bodies (1 Corinthians 6:19). 

Smokers are somewhat frustrat- 
ed by the perspective that views 
smoking as one of the worst sins, as 
it is an outward act that people see. 
Society has discouraged smoking to 
a great extent in the past few years 
but not to the point that it associates 
smoking with bad people. 

Second, they all believe that 
smoking is a poor witness to both 
non-Christians and Christians. If a 
Christian smokes, it gives a non- 
Christian a reason to smoke as well. 
Christian teenagers also look up to 
older people, and if they see their el- 
ders smoking, they might try it, too. 

Most of the smokers interviewed 
would like to quit and wish that 
they had never started smoking. 
Many people start smoking as a so- 
cial thing to do with their friends 
every once ina while, but they slow- 
ly become addicted over time, often 
without realizing it. They now feel it 
is a habit that is nearly impossible to 
break; not smoking produces many 
withdrawal symptoms such as ir- 


smokers 
the habit of 


ing before a game: 
“Just as an athlete stretches before a 
game so a smoker needs a cigarette 
to ‘stretch his lungs’ before classes, 
tests, and exams.” Smoking relieves 
stress and relaxes him; he doesn’t see 
how he could get through the busy- 
ness of school without smoking. 
Even though he would love to quit, 
as he has tried to quit at least fifteen 
times, he does not know how he can 
break this habit. 

The smokers interviewed stated 
that they desire empathetic support 
from their peers. They mentioned 
several ways in which this can be 
done. 

First, if someone is trying to quit 
provide him or her with lots of en- 
couragement, even if it has only been 
a few days since he or She Guit simoK 
ing. 

Second, do not look down on 
them. Some smokers explained how 
they have received dirty looks, al- 
though not necessarily from fellow 
students. This does not increase 
their desire to quit. It only increases 
their feelings of guilt. 

Third, do not tell smokers what 
they know already. Smokers are 
aware of the consequences of smok- 
ing. A couple of the students inter- 
viewed have close relatives who 
have died due to diseases directly re- 
lated to smoking, yet these students 
still cannot crack the habit. 

Fourth, pray for smokers in a lov- 
ing manner. One smoker noted what 
a number of the other smokers hint- 
ed at: that ultimately, only Christ can 
free a person from smoking. 

One question has been posed by 
several people: “If consuming alco- 
hol is creationally normative and 
smoking is not, why is smoking per- 
mitted on campus whereas alcohol 
is not?” The students interviewed 
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her enjoys the country atmosphere in the cafeteria at Redeemer’s annual Harvest Hoe Down. The 
Square dancing, as well as water-pistol and bull-riding Sompell teas See oe on page 2. 
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Doing Your Part to Not Spoil Creation 


Reducing and reusing deserve the spotlight, too 


BRANDON JORRITSMA 
Special to The Crown 


he people of Hamilton are fac- 

ing a major crisis: we're run- 
ning out of space to toss our junk. 
Our landfill in Glanbrook, the only 
one still operating, is filling up, and 
at present we have no replacement 
site in the works. 

In 2001, the Hamilton's Waste 
Management Division reported 
to city council that the Glanbrook 
landfill will reach maximum capac- 
ity by 2016. At the time of that re- 
port, the city’s diversion rate (how 
much waste is being recycled in one 
way or another) was 16 percent, one 
of the lowest rates in Canada. Since 
then, the city has stepped up its ef- 
forts to better manage the waste that 
is produced by Hamilton’s ever-in- 
creasing population. 

A solution has become even more 
urgent since the October 2002 shut- 
down of the Solid Waste Reduction 
Unit (an incinerator that disposed 
of 40 percent of the city’s garbage) 
due to new federal emission stan- 
dards that come into effect next 
year. On October 14, the $3.5 million 
Community Recycling Centre, lo- 
cated at Upper Ottawa and Kilbride, 
was opened. It is the first of three 
facilities the city hopes will help 
reach the goal of 65 percent diver- 
sion by 2008. Achieving this goal 
is predicted to keep the Glanbrook 
landfill open until 2026. The afore- 
mentioned Community Recycling 
Centre has facilities for discarding 
all variety of garbage, including haz- 
ardous materials and kitchen appli- 
ances, and they are all accessible free 
of charge, except the areas for kitch- 
en waste and unsorted materials. 

In addition to this new. centre, 
Hamilton has developed a partner- 
ship with the Niagara Region after 
it was discovered that the two mu- 
nicipalities had similar goals in deal- 
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Second-year student Mark DeVos uses Redeemer’s new recycling bins. 


ing with waste. Among these goals 
is the desire to manage their own 
waste, in contrast to Toronto, which 
seems to prefer sending its garbage 
to Michigan. For more information 
on this interesting partnership go to 
www.wasteplan.ca. 

Of course, Hamilton also offers 
curbside pickup of garbage and re- 
cyclables; proper use of this service 
is essential in order to reach the di- 
version rate goal. But are you aware 
of everything that can be recycled? 
You should be if you hope to do your 
part. The city’s Waste Management 
Division accepts a surprising vari- 
ety of products. Any glass or metal 
used for food storage will be accept- 
ed—even aluminum foil. Almost 
all plastic food containers can go in 
the blue box as well—just look on 
the package for the “mobius loop” 
logo with numbers 1, 2, 5, or 6 in the 
middle. Some materials that typi- 
cally get tossed in the garbage out 


of supposed common sense are ac- 
tually recyclable; frozen vegetable 
bags, empty aerosol cans, tetra- 
pak containers (eg. drink boxes), 
as well as the styrofoam cups in 
which we get our daily soup at 
Williams. For an in depth break- 
down of what the city can recycle 
visit http://www.myhamilton.ca/ 
myhamilton/CityandGovernment/ 
CityDepartments/PublicWorks/ 
WasteManagement. Post the list on 
your fridge and you'll never have 
an excuse to plead ignorance. 

In addition to recycling, there 
are still two more of the “three 
Rs” to consider: reduce and reuse. 


Reduction does ire we make 
some sacrifices, if it’s all for 
the greater goo n’t it worth 


it? According tg 
Canada, packagin 

third of the weight of our garbage; 
therefore, it would make sense for 
us, as consumers, to purchase the 


Harvest Hoedown Heroes 


They also come from the country 


KAITLYN MCMURRAY 
Special to The Crown 


The Harvest Hoedown was a rip- 


roaring, bull-snorting, “yippie-kai- 
yai-yaie" good time. 
Guests were "branded" with an 


"X" upon arriving. Circles prom- 
enaded and "“do-si-doed" around 
the cafeteria, following the toe-tap- 
ping instructor. Who can forget com- 
ments like, "Did I get that wrong? 
You're all supposed to have found 
your partners by now.” 

The electronic bull gave plenty 
of cow guys and gals a wild ride— 
hopefully their heads will be alright 
by the time final exams roll around. 
Colourful and creative costumes 


made this a night to remember. My 
favorites include a papier maché 
cowboy hat, and a "red neck." 

Couples who stayed later had 
a chance to duel it out for water 
pistol supremacy (squirts at ten 
paces). This reporter was even wit- 
ness to a water pistol showdown be- 
tween two contestants, Caroline and 
Kevin. Kevin is now "top gun" after 
ambushing his rival! 

Yet, after all that yee-hawing, it is 
time we celebrated the unsung he- 
roes of this celebration. First of all, 
thanks to all of you who came out 
and gave your contributions to help 
the refugees of Hurricane Katrina. 
Secondly, I'd like to tip my hat to 
those who provided the music, pre- 


pared the snacks, ran the collection 
counters, and controlled the raging 
bull. These behind-the-scenes peo- 
ple are what really made this a night 
to remember, I will never forget how 
I saw one girl quietly mopping up a 
punch spill, unnoticed, as the danc- 
ers whirled around the room. I 
talked to several more that were dis- 
mantling the bull ring. One of them 
modestly quipped, “Hey, if you had 
a good time, I’m happy.” 

As | exited the school, the last 
glimpse I had of the Hoedown was 
of several of these Workers loading 
up the bull into a large truck for its 
ride home. Thanks once more to you 
all. You really show Jesus’ love—to 
the top of your ten-gallon hats. 


Dorm nine girls take a breather from line dancing to pose for a group shot at the annual Harvest Hoe Down, 


NICOLE HAGT 


products that have the least pack- 
aging. Buying in bulk can also cut 
down on packaging. 

Paper products are also a major 
source of waste. Environment 
Canada states that paper makes up 
a third of Canadians’ garbage (this 
third overlaps with that of packag- 
ing, of course, as many packages are 
made of paper). In the Information 
Age, we students should be able to 
edit the rough drafts of our essays 
without first printing out a copy. Of 
course, if you absolutely must have 
it in tangible form, you could prac- 
tice your reducing skills by using 
both sides of the paper. 

Repairing, rather than replacing, 
is a great way to reuse. When your 
radio breaks down, instead of toss- 
ing it and buying a new one, try to 
have it fixed. Perhaps it would also 
be a good idea to buy high-qual- 
ity goods in the first place, which 
will likely last longer than their 
less expensive versions. Recyclable 
containers should also be reused 
whenever possible, since the recy- 
cling process requires energy and 
city resources, Furthermore, plastics 
are not infinitely recyclable; each 
time plastic is melted down and re- 
formed, it deteriorates. Therefore, 
it is best to find some use for plas- 
tic containers before finally tossing 
them in your blue box. 

On-campus students have an easy 
way to reuse—just think of all those 
plastic bags you get when grocery 
shopping. Even though they are re- 
cyclable, try keeping just a couple 
in a drawer and bringing them with 
you every time you go shopping. 

Waste management may not 
be the most exhilarating activity 
you can spend your time on, but 
it takes such a miniscule amount 


of time and has such long-lasting 


benefits that it’s definitely worth it. 
Moreover, as residents of Hamilton 
and citizens of Christ’s Kingdom, it 
is our duty. 


a Timothy Epp. 


student body and had the opportu: 

nity to speak with Preston Manning, 

Huts lender ANS ie 
of Canada. 
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AFRICA 


The United Nations has made 
it known that the African con- 
tinent is within weeks of see- 
ing the rapidly spreading bird 
flu inside its own borders, as it 
is being spread by the migra- 
tory birds traveling out of Asia. 
The bird flu threatens to have 
a devastating effect on much of 
Africa’s rural population, which 
relies heavily on poultry farming 
for its livelihood. As it is, many 
governments within Africa are 
currently trying to raise their 
people's awareness to this grow- 
ing danger, which could bring a 
worse economic blow than the 
one that Asia has received so far. 


THE 
NETHERLANDS 


A detention centre within 
Amsterdam's Schiphol airport 
was the site of a fire that killed 
11 detainees and injured 15 oth- 
ers. The detention centre holds 
illegal immigrants and drug- 
smugglers awaiting deportation. 
The cause of the fire remains un- 
known. Detainees were furious 
at the guards’ slow response to 
their cries for help, and an inves- 
tigation has been launched into 
the cause of the blaze and the ac- 
cusation of some of the detain- 
ees that the guards ignored their 
calls for assistance. It is unknown 
at this point, but some of the de- 
tainees may have escaped in the 
confusion. 


LITHUANIA 


Since the country joined the 
European Union last year, the 
number of women and girls 
being trafficked to other coun- 
tries for the sex trade has in- 
creased. Some of the girls are as 
young as 14, A study has found 
that over a quarter of them end 
up in Britain. Most of the women 
are unemployed and come from 
the poorest parts of Lithuania. 


PAKISTAN 


Relief efforts are continuing 
in the earthquake-devastated re- 
gion of the country, as the official 
death toll sits at more than 55, 
000. However, winter is looming 
and the change in weather condi- 
tions will cause a major problem 
for the already suffering people. 
There are now requests for tents 
to be brought in to provide the 
people with shelter, especially 
in the rural, more mountainous 
areas. If the relief efforts are not 
significant enough, many more 
people will die from lack of shel- 
ter and food. Those who are in 
Pakistan as part of the relief ef- 
fort are saying that if donations 
and aid don't increase, the scope 
of the disaster in Pakistan could 
be worse than last December's 
tsunami. 
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Church Attendance Lacking, Despite Biblical Imperative 


CONTINUED FROM 
. PAGE 1 


Statisties, those surveyed 
could be separated into two 
Sroups: those who attend 
church — regularly, wheth- 
er at home or at Redeemer, 
and those who do not regu- 
larly attend church while at 
Redeemer, but who do con- 
tinue to go to church when 
at home for a weekend or the 
summer. 

lhose who regularly attend 
church while at Redeemer do 
so for two reasons: out of 
duty and out of love. Several 
students acknowledge — the 
sense of duty and tradition 
that drive them to church 
every Sunday morning: “My 
Sunday feels incomplete if | 
haven't gone to church” and 
“I've been going since | was 
born” are typical answers. 

Nevertheless, students 
with a sense of duty also cou- 
ple it with a love for God, 
adding; “But I also go because 
I think my King is more than 
worthy of the comparatively 
small effort it takes to get up 
and go to church for Him. It’s 
refreshing to worship with 
other people who thought He 
was worth getting up to come 
together in worship for” and 


CONTINUED FROM 
PAGE 1 


team would complete work on 
three or four homes per day, 
depending on the amount of 
work to be done and the size 
of the group. Jobs included 
chain-sawing trees that had 
fallen on roofs; continually 
lugging stumps, branches, 
and logs; tarping roofs; and 
temporary repair. Each site 
varied in damage. The weight 
of some trees completely de- 
stroyed many homes we saw: 
at times, it was inexplicably 
hard to distinguish where 


“I really just want to learn 
more about God, sometimes 
| feel that I need the worship 
and sometimes I feel so in- 
debted to Him that I have to 
20 to church out of apprecia- 
tion for all He’s done for me.” 

There is a community as- 
pect to church that many stu- 
dents also appreciate: “It’s 
one thing to study theology 
all week at school, but it’s 
another to actually partake 
in praising our Maker with 
people from all denomina- 
tional backgrounds without 
prejudice” and “it is where 
we receive God's will and in- 
struction for our lives in a for- 
mat from someone or some 
people outside of our own 
spheres.” 

Students draw a_neces- 
sary line here between the 
Christian fellowship one 
finds at Redeemer (for exam- 
ple, dorm devotions, chapel, 
or Church-in-the-Box) and 
the community of believers 
one finds at church (which in- 
cludes the sacraments and el- 
ements of church discipline). 

Sometimes, however, the 
church community itself pre- 
vents students from regular- 
ly attending church while at 
Redeemer. Students describe 
struggles, such as: “I have yet 


Joy Swells in the Midst of Strife 


house and tree separated or 
began. Homes were crushed 
and collapsed all because of 
nature's fury. 

But some homes, defy- 
ing explanation, were com- 
pletely untouched. A bizarre 
juxtaposition: some houses 
overwhelmed with damage, 
debris, and chaos—and two 
houses down, complete calm. 

How did it become such 
a norm to expect destroyed 
homes—destroyed lives—all 
around? 

The overwhelming majori- 
ty of homes we worked on asa 
disaster response team did not 


Les options 
font toute 
la différence 


Pou importe 

la nature de 

voe études 
universitairos, 
vous pouvez 
béndticier d'une 
carrlére différents 
dans les Forces 
canadiennes. 


+ Ingénieurs 

* Physiothérapeutes 

* Travailleurs 
sociaux! 
tavuilleuses 


to find a church in which I 
feel comfortable and agree 
with the messages being 
given by the church” and “it 
doesn’t help that I am torn be 
tween my home church and 
the church I go to here,” 
Jumping from church to 
church in order to find a con 
gregation with whose teach- 
ings you agree and within 
which you feel comfortable 
can be more frustrating than 
not attending church at all. 
There are, of course, as 
pects of typical 
ty life that occasionally get 
in the way of even the most 
adamant church-goer’s at 
tendance: Monday morning 
midterms, sleep deprivation 


universic 


Hebrews 10 urges believ- 
ers to “not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but let us en- 
courage one another —and all 
the more as you see the Day 
approaching” (v. 25, NIV). We 
are not only responsible for 
our own chureh attendance, 
but also for the church atten- 
dance of our brothers and sis- 
ters in Christ. 

lt is not our role to force 
others into regular attendance 
or preach damnation for skip- 
ping a service, Instead, there 
are practical means of encour- 
agement that do not coerce 
the unwilling or unready into 
full-blown church participa- 
tion, such as offering a vehi- 


and (unfortunately) hangover*’= cle-less student to his church 


headaches. 
Though transportation 18 
provided from the Redeemer 
A 
campus to several churches, 
not every church offers this 
option, and finding a ride to 
one’s preferred church is not 


or including a shy friend in 
your youth group events. 
Furthermore, Jesus  de- 
clares; “A time is coming and 
-has now come when the true 
worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for 


always easy. Efforts can be® they are the kind of worship- 


made in advance, however, to 
avoid these church-prevent 
ing problems. 

Most people recognize 
that they should go to chureh, 
but many do not know why. 
Simply stated, God demands 
it. 


have the protection of house 
insurance. They belonged to 
the poor of Beaumount. 
Neighbourhood after 
neighbourhood was vivid in 
its forgotten, overlooked, last- 
in-line state. Our team was 
dismayed to see that even 
simple jobs, like clearing a 
tree to make a road accessible, 
had not yet been started. 
stared at the Beaumount 
archy face-to-face repeated 
Despite. the unjust trea 
ment of those we worked with 


and for, our team was con-— 


stantly overwhelmed by the 

sense of hope and resilience 

these Texan people possessed. 
They were not defeated by 
the disaster; they exempli- 
fied true strength. 

We were able to pray 
with most of the home- 
Owners we met, and again, 
we were awed not only by 
their hope, but also by their 
brilliant faith. We were 
thanked with hugs, speech- 
less smiles, and heart-filled 
prayers: beautiful gifts 
amidst nature’s destruction. 
We were equally blessed by 
those we met through the 
treasures they gave and the 
stories they shared. 

Although by our privi- 
leged standards, these peo- 
ple standing in the face ot 
disaster seemed to have 
lived in shambles even be- 
fore the hurricane hit, they 
held pride in their homes 
and longed to settle in them 
once again. | was deeply 
moved by their humility 
and joyful spirit. 

Discouragement was ex- 
perienced at times during 
the week due to extreme 
temperatures that caused 
me to drink more water 
than I've ever consumed 
and to sweat more than 
ever, hammers and knives 
that created bleeding fin- 
gers, and clashing leader- 
ship. But each job brought 
a unique sense of satisfac 
tion and pride, team work 
and hope. 

To be the actual hands 
and feet of love and service 
for a week was challeng- 
ing and trying but whol- 
ly rewarding. To see how 
complete loss and true God- 
given hope can co-exist re- 
minded me again of grace. 

Thank God for His grace. 
for the strength and unity 
He blessed our team with, 
for the warmth of the peo- 
ple of Beaumount, and for 
the rebuilding and healing 
after a hurricane, 

And thank you for al! 
of your prayers of suppor! 
while we were away. 


ers the Father seeks. God is 
spirit, and is worshipers must 
worship in spirit and in truth” 
(John 4:23-24), Once again, 
God is demanding worship 
from His chosen believers. In 
this way church is a duty, but 
a duty borne of a spirit of love 


CONTINUED FROM 
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suggested several answers to 
this question. 

First, many on-cam- 
pus students are underage 
for drinking, but they are 
not underage for smoking. 
Second, alcohol consump- 
tion in moderation is al- 
right, but the temptation of 
irresponsible use of alcohol 
leads to binge drinking, al- 
coholism, and illicit behav- 


and a desire for truth, 

Finally, verses found in 
Isaiah reveal the joy God finds 
in receiving, Sabbath worship 
and the blessings He gives in 
return: “To the eunuchs who 
keep my Sabbaths, who choose 
what pleases me and hold fast 
to my covenant—to them | 
will give within my temple 
and its walls a memorial and 
a name better than sons and 
daughters: | will give them an 
everlasting name that will not 
be cut off” (56:4-5, emphasis 
added), 

It pleases God when be- 
lievers worship Him every 
day of the week, but especial- 
ly on the day He has set apart 
as holy. 

The significance of actively 
choosing, to do God’s will in- 
stead of following one’s own 
desires on the Sabbath is also 
discussed in Isaiah: “If you 
keep your feet from breaking 
the Sabbath and from doing 
as you please on My holy 
day, if you call the Sabbath a 
delight and the LORD’s holy 
day honourable, and if you 
honour it by not going your own 
way and not doing as you please 
or speaking idle words, then 
you will find your joy in the 
LORD, and I will cause you to 
ride on the heights of the land 


ior. Third, banning smoking 
from the campus would not 
encourage smokers to quit, it 
would only annoy them. 

The smokers who were in- 
terviewed said that if smok- 
ing was banned and fines 
were regularly issued to 
those who smoked on cam- 
pus, they would just walk off 
campus to smoke. 

Student Life’s allowance 
of smoking, what students 
call “a sinful practice”, on 
campus while disallowing 


and to feast on the inheritance 
of your father Jacob” (58:13- 
14, emphasis added), Once 
again, God blesses those who 
obey His demand of Sabbath 
worship. 

Just because Redeemer is a 
Christian university does not 
mean that every student is in 
the same place in his or her 
walk with God. Not all stu- 
dents are on the same page 
when it comes the meaning of 
church, either. 

Those who are sure of the 
role of the church in their 
Christian life bear the re- 
sponsibility of encouraging 
and inviting others to church 
without being judgemental 
or condemning. At the same 
time, those who are unsure 
of where church fits into their 
life must actively search and 
consider God’s will in relation 
to church attendance while 
being careful not to become 
complacent in confusion or 
frustration. 

[tis to be hoped that through 
prayer, encouragement, and 
love more students will roll 
out of bed at the sound of 
Sunday morning alarm clocks 
and gather with fellow friends 
to worship God in the way He 
wants them to worship Him: in 
spirit and in truth. 


Smoking “A Part of Dutch Culture” 


the creationally good prac- 
tice of drinking alcohol on 
campus is a contradiction of 
principles. The department 
recognizes this dilemma, but 
it still permits smoking on 
campus. 

“It is a part of the heritage 
of the Dutch culture,” said 
Fred Schat, Dean of Students. 
However, Student Life does 
discourage smoking and has 
seen over the past years a de- 
clining rate in the number of 
smokers at Redeemer. 


4 ‘What do you think about smokin®?” 


— 
“1 think smoking is 
ointless. It’s not good 
fof your health, and it 
Stinks.” 
7 


hley Thompson 


you should 
mac because, 


an, it has no tar 

Jabaicatine: It’s also free, 
an e’s no tax on 

t’s grown right 


campus.” 


orm Fennema 


“1 do think smoking is a 
bad habit; however, | 
wouldn't be too quick to 
dismiss it as unforgiv- 
able, because there are a 
lot of bad habits out 
there that don’t get as 
much heat as smoking.” 


~ Pieter Harsevoort 


“Smokers should be al- 
lowed to smoke outside 
without any problems. 
People who don’t smoke 
should let them smoke 
and not harass them 
about it.” 


~ Karen Emmons 


“It’s a bad habit. Lwould 
like to quit. | know there 
are a lot of smokers on 
campus. A lot of people 


aren't too ha out 
smoking on cafmpus. | 
think we’tre all olc 
enough to m r 
own minds on that one 


— Kevin La 


a shame 


“It's more © 
than it is a sin. I try to 
avoid it. Bu 


think that Ws Ree 
a sin, becau 


you were to t - 
ism that far #hen wh 

eat a greasy hamburg 
or go skydi .Y 
have to dra 


Crd 
YW. 


~ Ryan 
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Coffeehouse Falls Short of Revealing Students’ Hidden Talents 


TE KIKKE 
Coffeehouse host Ryan Sero masquerades as Strongbad. 


Are students representing their 
school well at this event? 


LAUREN VAN DYKE 
Special to The Crown 


“First years are twits and all 
farmers are hicks.” 

If you are offended, | don’t 
blame you. These are only a 
couple of the offensive com- 
ments made at the most recent 
Coffeehouse 

l understand that these jokes 


were made “all in good fun”, 
but it is important to realize 
that what we say reflects who 
we are. 

Coffeehouse is designed 
to be an outlet for people to 
express their gifts in a God- 
honouring way. At this par- 
ticular Coffeehouse, there were 
a number of acts that showed 
true talent. 


Angelina Gomes and a 
friend from her church im- 
pressed the crowd with their 
hip hop dance. They danced 
to an upbeat Christian song, al- 
lowing them to be obvious am- 
bassadors. 

Elena Oorebeek’s song 
was a genuine performance, 
Coldplay's “Green Eyes” was 
preformed well by Denise 
Versteeg and Mark McDermott. 
The barbershop quartet con- 
sisting of Felix Lam, Mikey 
Arce, Adam Harris, and Evan 
MacAlpine sang “One Fine 


Day”: they were awesome! -~ple. 
Although singing throu The main 
laughter, they still managed to question we 


hit all the right notes. 
It was unfortunate that the 
gifted performers were over- 
shadowed by the unnecessarily 
crude humour of the remaining 
acts. The return of “Fact Time 
with Frisk” was an unwelcome 
addition to the evening. The 
representatives of the student 
body apologized for their skit 
in advance and then proceeded 
to conduct a series of obscure 
statements and insulting re- 
sponses. The hosts of the night 
filled the down time with ques- 
tionable skits that contributed 
very little to the Coffeehouse. 
The blame must be shared 
by all, as we all sat back and 
continued to laugh at the jokes. 
The better option would have 
been to get up and leave. ¥ 
As Christians, we are called 
to be representatives of Christ, 
The theme that Redeemer has” 
chosen for this school year 


is “Ambassadors of Christ: 
Reconciled”; therefore, it is our 
responsibility to uphold the 
standard of our faith in formal 
worship and in daily living. 
Every Wednesday we end 
chapel singing, “They will 
know we are Christians by our 
love.” Did this Coffeehouse 
reflect Christ's love in any 
form? On Thursday night, 
our Christian ethics and mor- 
als were set aside for a cheap 
laugh, which 
ended up only 
hurting peo- 


should be ask- 
ing Ourselves 
is, “Were we 
being am- 
bassadors of 
Christ to the 
off-campus 


Although the 
accumulative 
twenty minutes 
of true talent was 
appreciated, it 
cannot outweigh 
the hour and 


If we are ambassadors of 
Christ, where was Student 
Senate’s place in the leadership 
position? Aren't they supposed 
to be representing our school? 

This comment is not to be 
taken in the wrong way as 
Student Senate does do a great 
job with representing our stu- 
dent body and developing fun 
activities such as Coffeehouse. 
The fact is that this Coffeehouse 
was not a reflection of this. 

Although 
unintended, 
hypocrisy of 
the Christian 
faith was evi- 
dent within the 
Coffeehouse 
performances. 
They made me, 
as well as oth- 
ers, ashamed to 
even be a part 
of the audience. 


guests _ that j Just when 
came to the forty minutes of everyone was 
Coffeehouse?” nonsense. itching in their 
Do you believe seats to leave, 
this evening it came to our 


did a good job of reflecting 
Redeemer to prospective stu- 
dents? 

I do not believe that the 
visiting students would have 
known the difference between 
a secular university and a 
Christian university, such as 
Redeemer. As a Christian uni- 
versity, our classes revolve 
around Christ, and when 
people visit our school, they 
should be seeing a reflection of 
our Christianity. 


attention that we should con- 
clude in prayer. Conclude 
in prayer? I couldn't believe 
it! This prayer distinctively 
praised God for the opportuni- 
ty to share our talents that were 
given to us by Him. 

As far as I can remember, 
Jesus wasn’t walking around 
calling people overweight, 
wops, or hicks. He had ben- 
eficial things to do. Jesus was 
being an example of righteous- 
ness through His love. 


It’s important to show others 
that we are a loving Christian 
school and to understand that 
words are powerful: “Do not 
let any unwholesome talk 
come out of your mouths, but 
only what is helpful for build- 
ing others up according to their 
needs, that it may benefit those 
who listen” (Ephesians 4:29). 

Watching long draining 
skits and listening to corny 
jokes and to people making fun 
of each other is not how I like 
spending my Thursday nights. 
Although the accumulative 
twenty minutes of true talent 
was appreciated, it cannot out- 
weigh the hour and forty min- 
utes of nonsense. 

By the end of the 
Coffeehouse, I was contemplat- 
ing on whether or not to get up 
and leave, or to stay and hope 
for a glimpse of some more raw 
talent. I decided to stay, and 
our student president and the 
emcee made fun of each other 
while stalling for a short video 
presentation. They made the 
audience feel uncomfortable 
and convinced the visitors that 
this school isn’t for them. 

I know I wouldn’t want 
to attend a school where the 
basis of entertainment revolves 
around demeaning jokes, yet 
still claims to be Christian. 
We need to set the example of 
what God has called us to do 
instead of mocking our God 
and each other at an event 
that is supposed to highlight 
Redeemer’s real hidden tal- 
ents. 


The Rashomon Effect an Innvoative Portrayal 


PIETER HARSEVOORT 
Junior Staff Writer 


Ba thing | love about qual- 
ity movies is that they have 
something to say. A good movie 
communicates something profound 
to its audience in a way that few 
other media can. The problem aris- 
es, however, that important movies 
are stereotypically difficult or bor- 
ing, and usually both. And indeed, 
there are many movies hailed by 


critics as masterworks which are 


not at all entertaining. Yet, the films 
which truly deserve our respect, 
which have earned whenever ac- 
claim they receive, are those which 
are both insightful and enjoyable. 


Few directors are as revered as 
the Japanese giant Akira Kurosawa. 
His body of work, which spans five 
decades and includes over 30 films, 
gives him a deserved place among 
the greatest that cinema has to offer. 
His influence on the later history of 


movie-making is substantial, and 
many of his movies have been suc- 
cessfully remade in Hollywood and 
elsewhere. Kurosawa made impor- 
tant movies with profound psycho- 
logical and philosophical insight, 
and innovative and daring cinema- 
tography; nevertheless, his audience 
was not an intellectual or artistic 


elite, but rather everyday moviego- 
ers seeking out a few hours of enter- 
tainment. 

Kurosawa’s first movie to receive 
any real recognition is Rashomon 


(1950). It is a daring and innova- 
tive film, both in terms of its con- 
tent and its style. It caused waves 
in the cinematic community when 
it first arrived, and, in many ways, 
it was ahead of its time. Ebert, in his 
“Great Movies” essay on Rashomon, 
recounts that even Kurosawa’s assis- 
tant directors could not understand 
the screenplay prior to filming. 

And yet, the story is very simple. 
Three men take shelter from the rain 
under the Rashomon Gate. Two of 
them, a woodcutter and a priest, 
have taken part in a criminal inves- 
tigation. The woodcutter has found 
the corpse of a samurai in the forest. 
The dead man and his wife have ear- 
lier been seen by the priest. A local 
bandit, Tajomaru (Toshiro Mifune), 
is later found with the samurai’s pos- 
sessions. It seems clear that rape and 
murder have taken place in the pri- 
vacy of the forest. Most of the film is 
made up of the accounts of each per- 
son involved in the crime, including 
the dead samurai (through a me- 
dium) as they explain exactly what 
happened. The thing Kurosawa’s as- 
sistant directors could not fathom 
was that each account contradicts 
every other in significant ways. In 
fact, all three claim to be responsible 
for the man’s death! 

This was the first time in the his- 
tory of cinema that flashbacks did 
not display an accurate portrayal of 
past events. The film’s key psycho- 
logical insight is that memory is not 
an objective recording of events, but 


Three men, three accounts, three contradictions 


instead is operated on by ego and 
imagination. * ct, one learns less 
about what happened in the for- 
est from each witness account, and 
more about the witnesses them- 
selves. Tajomaru, for instance, tells 
the following story: he fell in love 
with the samurai’s wife, captured 
her husband, won her over with his 
irresistible manliness, and sound- 
ly defeated her husband in a duel. 
The events he recounts cannot be 
trusted as accurate, but Tajomaru’s 
idea of himself as a macho lady- 
killer is made abundantly clear. The 
argument of the movie is summed 
up by one character when he says, 
“It’s human to lie. Most of the time 
we can’t even be honest with our- 
selves.” Beneath this psychological 
critique is a theme of relativism and 
the inability of humanity to know. 
The film’s style is also notable. 
The cinematography is powerful. 
The atmosphere it ¢reates in the for- 
est scenes is palpable, and the shots, 
although mostly static, are all per- 
fectly constructed, What is most 
noticeable about the film’s style is 
not the imagery, however, but the 
performances. Each performance is 
broad and exaggerated. In fact, the 
performances are reminiscent of si- 
lent movies in which embellished fa- 
cial expressions and body language 
are required to communicate, rath- 
er than dialogue. Thanks to a great 
cast, this acting style works by com- 
municating thou and emotions 
through posture rather than speech. 


Faith Justice Politics 


* visit us at www.cpj.ca 

* support the work of social justice 
Christians by becoming a member1 
(only $10 for students) 


* read the Catalyst available in 
your library 
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229 College Street, Suite 311, 


Toront . ( 
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Since each witness account tells 
a different story, the actors must re- 
invent their characters four times 
without losing their identity, and 
they do so with consummate skill. 
Toshiro Mifune, who acted under 
Kurosawa in about a dozen movies, 
is great as Tajomaru, but Machiko 
Kyo as Masako the samurai’s wife 
is the most memorable. She is given 
some difficult scenes and handles 
them flawlessly. 

This is an entertaining movie 


with action, humour, and a com- 
pelling and engaging narrative. It 
is also an important movie with 
big things to say. Its influence is 
undeniable. Without this film, 
there would be no Courage Under 
Fire or Usual Suspects. The term 
“Rashomon effect” has even entered 
the English language (check it out 
at Wikipedia!). If you'd like to see 
what's so great about Rashomon, 
let me know and I'll gladly lend you 


my copy. 


Bruce Meyer Reads for an 
Audience of One 


Was it scheduling or 
selfishness that got 
in the way? 


KATHLEEN FLOHR 
Special to The Crown 


Did you know that Redeemer 
has regularly scheduled events 
featuring Canadian poets? Do you 
know how embarrassing it is when 
nobody shows up? 

On Tuesday, October 25, Bruce 
Meyer — poet, essayist, teacher, his- 
torian, and award winner — walked 
in to the boardroom to find...no- 
body, Well, okay, I was there. 
Apparently, you were all too busy 
studying for all those surprise mid- 
terms nobody told you about. I’m 
sorry, did that sound a little vindic- 
tive? | was going for scathing. 

Meyer, to his credit, was very 
accommodating to his small au- 
dience, pausing frequently in be- 
tween readings to give back story, 
tell us anecdotes about hanging 
out with Austin Clarke, explaining 
his recent and past projects (the 
“Great Books” series for the CBC, 
to name just one), His daughter is 
a frequent subject of his poetry. In 
addition to teaching at four differ- 
ent universities at the same time, 
he is also the artistic director of 
the Leacock Summer Festival in 
Orillia. 

We Wasn’t Pals, a book about 
WWI Canadian “trench-writers” 
that came out in 2001, was a point 
of curiosity for those history mi- 


nors in attendance (mostly just me). 
As he passed a copy of the book 
around, Meyers explained that 
there was a gap in Canadian histo- 
ry that nobody seemed to want to 
fill. In the book, Meyer assembled 
the stories of those Canadians who 
had gone overseas—for example, 
nurses who were sent to England 
and who kept photographs and 
wrote letters or journals, but who 
were generally unknown in the lit- 
erary community. I am getting ex- 
cited just telling you about it, and 
yet it took him ten years to find a 
publisher (however, it is available 
on the internet). 

Meyer only had time for one 
question from the audience: 
whether or not he gets accused of 
using too much rhyme, (To be hon- 
est, I found his use of rhythm and 
form somewhat refreshing, espe- 
cially in the sestina that won him 
a bet. You should have been there 
to hear that story.) Somewhat of a 
purist myself, | appreciated that he 
emphasized understanding struc- 
ture and form before beginning to 
write free verse, something that he 
also impresses upon his students. 

So what happened? Don’t say 
midterms, because, as adults, you 
should by now have operation- 
al time-management skills. Don’t 
say you didn’t know about it; | 
spent most of Tuesday at school 
and I saw about a million posters. 
Redeemer has events like this for 
you, the students. If you, the students, 
ignore or otherwise disregard 
the cultural, literary, and artistic 
events available to you, what do 
you think will happen? 
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Art Gallery Displays Works of Street Youth 


Gritty artwork 
portrays street life 
experiences 


ANDREA LENNOX 
Junior Staff Writer 


edeemer’s Art Gallery has 

been displaying some unique 
artwork as of last Friday evening. 
Hosted by the RE-create Outreach 
Art Studio in Hamilton, the show 
brings to Redeemer some fresh per- 
spectives about life and art. 

Part of this organization’s mis 
sion is “to allow. street-involved 
youth begin to reconnect to them- 
selves, others and their communi- 
ty through the creative arts while 
gaining valuable life skills.” 

One cannot engage in this work 
without a sense of openness be- 
cause the artists have been so re- 
vealing of themselves. Masterful 
and meaningful works are dis- 
played that come from unique per- 
spectives. I think it would be safe 
to say that none of us at Redeemer 
have personally encountered street- 
life the way these youth have. 

There are a series of black and 
white photographs along the wall 
entitled “Squat” by an artist named 
Rae. The pictures that appear as 
abandoned places and spaces are 
actually havens. The artist com- 
ments on finding forgotten beauty 
and lost dreams in these places and 
how he has experienced a “roman- 
tic lust with the forgotten parts of 
the cityscape.” 

The images are of broken shel- 
ters, of steps covered in ivy, and of 
a boarded up door with a hole in it. 
Meaning is sought after and found 
in these dark and forgotten places. 

Across the hall, the viewer meets 
with a completely different set of 
artworks: drawings of X-man and 
Wonder Woman, as well as small 
Batman and Robin sculptures by 
an artist who goes by the name 
“Batman”. These superheroes come 
from a world of cartoon and fanta- 
sy, and they are skilfully designed. 

Heroes are always interesting 
to analyze. If you had a hero, who 
would it be? What qualities do you 
look for in a hero? 

For street-involved youth, there 
is a strong focus on survival. | 
could be wrong, but when some- 
one is trying to survive, a strong 
and fearless hero is a good thing to 
have around, 

The theme of identity is obvious- 
ly explored in two “quilts” of paint- 


ings, entitled “Self-Expressions”. 


Images of children, portraits, dark- 
ness, hope, surrealism, and surviv- 
al are surprisingly vulnerable and 
honest. There is a tension between 
defence and honesty in these pieces 
that creates a very interesting and 
thought-provoking visual relation- 
ship. 

Another aspect of the show in- 
volves what I would call “political 
pieces”. The relationship of these 
youth to the world around them is 
revealed. Some of the things they 
have said and communicated are 
very profound. 

Text is used in collage format 
with images to convey 
such as, “The first big blow was 
impertect 


messages 


television” and “Being 
is perfect.” These images are raw in 
the way they depict our society and 
the faults within it 

These pieces cry out for a voice. 
They need to be heard. Art is a 
means communicating what can- 
not always be done linguistically. 
Images have a way of portraying 
something in a different way, and 
sometimes it is easier to communi- 
cate in a visual way. 

Identity and relationships are 
rarely communicated in a black and 
white one-dimensional way. Visual 
expressions of layers and complex 
relationships are both beautiful and 
stimulating. Some of the paintings 
may cause one to think about direc- 
tion, and others cause one to look 
for unity in the chaos of the colours 
and forms. 

Finally, a collaborative piece 
called, “Nested: Home, Shelter, 
Place” arrives at what may be the 
heart of the message here. It is a 
piece made for the Design Hope 
Project, an organization seeking to 
raise awareness and funds for pov- 
erty and housing in Hamilton. 

The piece is a combination of ob- 
jects, such as a Tim Horton’s cup, a 
light bulb, and a water bottle. The 
objects have been painted black, 
bronze, or gold and have been ar- 
ranged in a nest-like form. The nest 
appears to represent a type of shel- 
ter, and the objects are things that 
one might find when on the street. 
It is a piece that is somehow com- 
forting and unsettling at the same 
time: it is both simplistic and com- 
plex. 

In the art gallery guestbook, 
someone wrote: “You need to give 
someone a chance to see if they can 
grow.” This show is an opportuni- 
ty for us to let other people’s piec- 
es speak to us. As you look around, 
let the pieces reveal a world that, 
sadly, most of us are not regularly 
exposed to, even though this world 
exists close to us. 


LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 


“Self Impressions Quilt” is composed of pieces created by fifteen 
different young artists. This is just one of the many pieces on display that 
are sponsored by RE-create Outreach Studio. The organization, founded 
on the principles of Christian compassion and love, strives to provide 
non-judgmental studio space to street youth. 


LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 


A young artist contributes his personal works to the “Streetworks” exhibition in Redeemer’s Art Gallery. 


Take a look at a 
wide spectrum of 
music 


DR. TIMOTHY EPP 
Associate Professor of Sociology 


o what kind of music do 

Redeemer students listen to 
anyway? When I first came onboard 
at RUC, I assumed that student res- 
idences would be filled with the 
sounds of contemporary Christian 
music (CCM); Petra, the latest Tooth 
& Nail artists, and Amy Grant (big 
names, even in my time). As a pro- 
fessor, could I mention a “non- 
Christian” artist in class? Would 
students boo me off of my podium 
for referring to secular music? 

These thoughts stayed with me 
for only a short while, until I went 
to my first RUC student CD sale. 
I quickly became convinced that 
not only would I be able to men- 
tion mainstream artists in class, but 
some students may not have much 
CCM on their shelves after all. So 
when we packed for Texas and to 
take turns playing our favourite 
CDs, I wasn’t entirely sure what to 
expect... 

We had just departed for Texas 
when a team groan filled the van: 
“Argh! There's no CD player in 
here! Who listens to cassettes any- 
more, anyway?” After a few fee- 
ble attempts at playing a CD on 
the trip laptop, we gave up and 
turned to the fine art of conversa- 
tion. Amazingly, we drove down to 
Texas, quite content without much 
music at all. 

It was only on the way back, 
after one team member purchased 
a CD/cassette adaptor, that students 
began to make known their tastes 
in music. Much to my humour 
and mild dismay, Sounds of coun- 
try music began to fill the air. | was 
quickly educated in a list of names 
including Rascal Flatts, Keith 
Urban, and Nickel Creek. Wait a 
minute! I thought I had escaped 
country music when I left home 
at 18! Memories returned to me of 
driving with my father, listening 
to the twang of pedal steel guitars, 
waiting for him to leave the car so I 
could tune in the local rock station. 
Now, this isn’t to say that I’m totally 
illiterate when it comes to country... 
I began to name the country artists I 
listened to, including Mary Chapin- 
Carpenter, Emmylou Harris, Steve 
Earle, and Johnny Cash. However, 
these artists either Seemed too ob- 
scure or too dated for the students 
I was talking to at the time. Being 
outnumbered, I resigned myself to 
the role of a student in this traveling 
school of country (With a dash of 
CCM on the side). | Can even admit 
that some of the tunes weren’‘t too 
bad. 

And then... Wait! What's this? 
Students began to sing not only 
country songs, but also Disney 
show tunes! (I'm sure Dr. Needham 
would love this bit of info!) My 


Cultural Engagements: Regardless of 
Genre, Musical Talent Glorifies God 


team members demonstrated an 
incredible knowledge of all things 
Disney, and they even took the roles 
of different characters in the song. | 
began to crave my turn to select the 
next CD. And yet, it wasn’t as much 
fun as I thought it would be when | 
got to choose (Colin Linden: who’s 
that? 54.40?). Okay, God, what can | 
learn from this? 

First off, music can be an im- 
portant point of connection, re- 
gardless of musical style or genre 
Considering lyrics, some country 
and rock tunes rival each other in 
terms of shallowness and vulgar- 
ity; however, music is more than 
style and lyrics. On this trip, music 
became a channel for students to 
come together in song, and for all of 
us to engage in the process of team- 
building. It was a delight for me to 
walk into the chapel of the church 
hosting our team, to find one of our 
students playing his own composi- 
tion on the piano. It was also good 
for me to step out of my role as a 
professor/leader and allow students 
to educate me On music as a team 
member. 

Following _ this, 
not only be left to the profession- 
als, but should remain an avenue 
whereby we can each enter into 
the greater song of life, even if our 


music should 


voices are a bit off-tune and key- 
less (yours truly). I suggested to one 
student that we should have more 
Coffeehouses at Redeemer in order 
to bring out the talents which some- 
times remain hidden. 

Finally, God’s glory is re- 
vealed not only through explicitly 
Christian lyrics, but through musi- 
cal skills and talent. All good things 
come from God, including music 
and the human voice. While we can 
choose to use these talents in differ- 
ent ways, and not all uses of music 
are edifying, God's glory persists in 
shining through the beauty of voic- 
es and instruments. 


$1213 and 21 


+ 
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Upcoming Concerts in 
Hamilton and 
Surrounding Area 


Keith Urban: 
Keith will perform at Copps 
Coliseum on November 8. 


Kathleen Edwards: 

You can read about Kathleen in 
the pages of Paste 

\magazine, and catch her in 
concert at the Underground 
(Hamilton) on November | I. 


Rheostatics: 
Canadian rock artists perform 
at the Casbah in Hamilton on 
November | 2. 


John Cale: 

World-famous guitarist, Cale will 
perform at the Corktown on 
November | 6. 


Daniel Lanois: 
Hamilton’s own star produc- 
er (U2, Emmylou Harris) and 
musician will perform at the 
Dofasco Centre for the Arts on 
November 18. 


Garth Hudson: 

Legendary Canadian folk/rock 
artist performs at Hamilton 
Place Studio Theatre on 
November 19. 


Bruce Cockburn: Sanderson 
Centre, Brantford, November 
25; 


Dave Matthews Band: 

You can catch Dave and the 
guys at the Air Canada Centre, 
Toronto, on December 4. 


Sarah Harmer: 
Melrose United Church, 
Hamilton, on December 7. 
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Redeemer vs. Humber: Royals Earn Split in Volleyball Season Opener 


Men’s varsity 
puts on 


spectacular 


show versus 
defending OCAA 
champs 


BRENDAN KOOY 
Special to The Crown 


Fasre the perennial pow- 
erhouse Humber Hawks 
in their season opener last 
night, the Redeemer Royals 
men’s varsity volleyball squad 
knew they were in a tough 
spot. Preparing to do battle 
against a men’s squad that be- 
gins season play as defending 
OCAA champions was cer- 
tainly a daunting task; how- 
ever, the boys in red and white 
stepped it up in a big way. 

» Led by third-year stand- 
out Dave Berghout, with 13 
kills and two service aces, the 
Royals never faltered in a 3-0 
straight sets win. Despite the 
odds of playing against such 
a large school as Humber, 
Redeemer approached the 
game with confidence in their 
ability to keep up with any- 
one in the OCAA. A combi- 
nation of stellar defense and 
an offense that wasted no op- 


portunities allowed the Royals 
to keep Humber on their heels 
consistently, not allowing 
them time to get comfortable 
enough to mount any kind of 
a charge. 

To start out the match, 
Redeemer and Humber trad- 
ed points for the first few min- 
utes. After a few quick points, 
thanks to kills from Berghout 
and Rich VanderWier, the 
home team took a lead that 
they would not relinquish. 
After a short rally by Humber 
to come back to 18-18, the 
Royals dramatically took 
charge with a 6 point run. 
After a sideout by each team, 
the match was won 25-18 by 
Redeemer. 

The second set was also a 
tight affair in which the Royals 
pulled ahead at the end. After 
battling through the adversity 
of several questionable calls, 
Redeemer kept their compo- 
sure and finished the set like 
champions, breaking a 20-20 
deadlock with four straight 
points, winning 25-21. 

In the third set, Redeemer 
jumped out to an early 8-2 
lead. Humber did mount a 
charge to make it close, but the 
Royals once again responded 
with nerves of steel, taking the 
set 25-19. 

All in all, the season open- 
er could not have gone any 
better. Having served notice 
to the rest of the OCAA, and 


Kyle Kloostra launches a back-court attack into the Humber 
defence. Redeemer won 25-18, 25-21, and 25-19. 


possibly more importantly to 
themselves, the men’s varsi- 
ty volleyball team has a very 
promising season ahead of 
them. After rolling his ankle 
in preseason practice, fresh- 
man standout Joel Dykxhoorn 


hopes to make his return to 
the lineup sometime in the 
next few games, which will 
be an added shot in the arm 
of an already emotionally- 
charged team. The contin- 
ued leadership of Berghout 


and VanderWier, combined 
with the outstanding de- 
fense of libero Matt Groot 
and the solid play of Matt 
Curry, Kyle Kloostra, and 
Shawn Klingenberg, has the 
Redeemer sports community 
dreaming big dreams for the 
upcoming year. 

The Redeemer wom- 
en's varsity squad did not 
fare as well, unfortunately. 
Missing the presence of start- 
ing setter Lydia Miedema, the 
Royals did not put forth their 
best performance, falling to 
Humber in three games (25-12, 
25-17, 25-9). Going against a 
Humber team that was OCAA 
champions in 03-04, the Royals 
showed flashes of brilliance, 
but could not put together a 
consistent effort throughout 
the match. Some of the high- 
lights of the match for the 
Royals came from Charis Byl, 
who finished with four kills 
and one block, and team cap- 
tain Alison Lammers, who re- 
corded three kills, two blocks, 
and one service ace. The squad 
must put this loss behind them 
and step it up to have a chance 
against future competition in 
OCAA league play. 

One rather sore point for 
the women’s squad against 
Humber was a definite lack of 
fan support. While there were 
more than enough fans in the 
bleachers to cheer on the men’s 
squad, the women received a 


pathetic bunch of non-ener- 
gized fans that were actually 
out-cheered by the small gath- 
ering of Humber fans. After 
such a spectacle, one might 
be forced to re-think the con- 
cept of “home-court advan- 
tage.” Despite the loss, the 
lady Royals have a promising 
young group of players, and 
fans can look forward to an ex- 
citing season of women’s var- 
sity volleyball at Redeemer. 
Their next home game is 
November 9 against rival 
Mohawk. Come and show 
some support for the team! 


COMMENTARY 


Skipping to the Beat of the Consumerist Snare 


In this uncertain age, 
is consumer impulse 
the only force binding 
Canadians to one 
another? 


JASON DUERMEYER 
Editor-in-Chief 


‘m usually oblivious to ads 

on the Internet, but I couldn’t 
help chuckling at one that recently 
popped out of nowhere and made 
itself at home next to the inbox of 
my email account. 

Someone clever had taken the 
five-dollar-bill portrait of Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier and placed the headphones 
of an iPod in his ears. 

I couldn't resist clicking on the ad 
to see where it would take me. 

Although initially I wasn’t struck 
by the peculiar reality that even 
Canada’s long-dead seventh prime 
minister is not immune to the 
whims of modern consumerism, it 
didn’t take long for my light-heart- 
ed reaction to the ad to degenerate 
into cynicism. 

The webpage to which I was di- 
rected featured a letter to Canadians 
imploring them to become mem- 
bers of a “panel” of roughly 200,000 
members who routinely participate 
in consumer satisfaction surveys. 

According to the panel's research 
manager, who had written and 
signed the letter, the reasons for 
joining the panel were clear: “speak 
your mind, help shape the future, 
and earn another chance to win up 
to $5,000 cash and amazing prizes 
with each survey you complete.” 

Not only can you win prizes, but 
also you can “help shape the future” 
of Canada—simply by getting cosy 
in your favourite armchair and fill- 
ing out surveys that measure con- 


sumer satisfaction! 

I began to wonder what Laurier 
would think about this. Better yet, 
what would Sir John A. Macdonald, 
whose ten-dollar-bill portrait was 
undoubtedly just as likely a can- 
didate for the ad as was Laurier’s, 
have to say about this phenomenal 
opportunity to shape Canada’s fu- 
ture? 

It is plainly ludicrous, to say the 
least, to speak in the same breath 
about the impact of a panel of con- 
sumerists filling out surveys in their 
easy chairs and about the formative 
influence of Macdonald’s grand as- 
piration to forge a confederated 
British North America united by a 
transcontinental railway. 

If consumer impulse is indeed 
being perceived as the prime mo- 
tivating factor behind the ongoing 
changes to the fabric of Canadian 
society, then should we not be con- 
cerned? 

Last week I was subjected the 
ranting and raving of a bus driv- 
er as he and | waited for time to 
pass at his first stop. “How dare 
we point fingers at the immorality 
in Louisiana,” he said. “You think 
Canadians would be any better if a 
tragedy like that happened here? Ill 
tell you what: this society is on the 
brink of anarchy.” 

That raised my eyebrows. 

About an hour later when I was 
muddling over the driver’s com- 
ments, the ridiculous image of 
Laurier and Macdonald listening to 
iPods came to mind, 

I began to think; Canadians by 
and large would consider voting for 
a corrupt Liberal government led by 
a prime minister whom Economist 
magazine has nicknamed “Mr. 
Dithers” before they would think 
of supporting a leader, like Stephen 
Harper, with praiseworthy convic- 
tions rooted in a grand narrative 
like the Bible. 

Furthermore, the Canadian gov- 
ernment has forfeited hundreds of 
years of societal wisdom to the in- 
dividualistic winds of activists who 
have appealed to the deity that is the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The 
gay and lesbian “marital” institu- 
tion is the hallmark of an ultra-con- 


sumerist and hyper-individualistic 
society wandering aimlessly with- 
out a grand narrative with a laud- 
able moral framework. 

In this “me-first” society that has 
nailed the coffin shut on all pur- 
pose-driven national visions while 
simultaneously uplifting a mosa- 
ic of contradictory worldviews, it 
seems that the only remaining force 
binding Canadians to one another is 
their insatiable thirst for more mate- 
rial wealth. 

Perhaps the bus driver was right. 
If pulling the plug on the sedating 
output of our production plants 
were possible, doing so would likely 
threaten to transform our “tolerant” 
society into a Hobbesian nightmare. 

Well, perhaps this is an over- 
statement. But, in the absence of 
an agreed-upon overarching frame- 
work, wouldn't widespread cooper- 
ation be too much to expect? 

I wish I could have spoken to 
Rosa Parks about all of this before 
she died last week, Branded the 
mother of the United States Civil 
Rights Movement, she sparked a 
381-day boycott of Montgomery, 
Alabama’s public transportation 
system in 1955 when ghe refused to 
give up her seat toa white traveller, 
as the segregation laws then opera- 
tive required her to do. 

Not only was she arrested and 
imprisoned, but also she was forced 
to move away from her hometown 
with her husband in order to avoid 
death threats and the onslaught of 
media attention. 

Now here’s a leader who knew 
something about shaping the future 
of a nation. Surely the aspirations of 
Macdonald and Parkgs=not to men- 
tion those of Martin Luther King 
Jr.—ought to make the abovemen- 
tioned consumerist panel blush! 

Perhaps Parks could have given 
someone like me some advice on 
what to do about an individualistic, 
consumer-driven, direttionless cul- 
ture. Maybe she could have given 
me some pointers on how to be a 
leader who prudently challenges 
the status quo. 

Meanwhile, the selfaware, arche- 


typal Canadian of my imagination 
quips, “Who needs ) at leaders in 


a society that is renewed by only the 
whimsically altering tastebuds of 
the mosaic? And who needs great 
leaders in a society in which equality 
and tolerance reign supreme? Away 
with the idealistic gas of grand nar- 
ratives and moral certainty! Our 
culture has reached the final stage of 


the evolution of humankind; our na- 
tion has come of age!” 

I begin to respond to this igno- 
rant explanation only to find that, 
much to my dismay, my archetyp- 
al Canadian has run off to buy an 
iPod. 

Go figure. 
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Opening Up the Heart of the Neo-Calvinist Tradition 


A personal relationship with God is at the centre of Christian spirituality 


DR. AL WOLTERS 
Special to The Crown 


Ithough it would be a mistake 

to characterize my early spir- 
itual life as largely reduced to head 
knowledge, it definitely had a focus 
on biblical teaching, rather than on 
an experiential appropriation of that 
teaching for me in a living relation- 
ship with a divine Person, 

Over the years, however, that has 
changed, especially through an ex- 
perience of burnout and Christian 
psychotherapy that I received (yes, 
“received”) a number of years ago. 
Without denying for a moment the 
value of the spiritual nurture that | 
had already received in my upbring- 
ing and church home, I was opened 
up to other aspects and traditions of 
spirituality, both in my own confes- 
sional tradition and in that of other 
Christian communions, I have be- 
come especially appreciative of as- 
pects of the charismatic movement, 
and of the tradition of Ignatian spiri- 
tuality. 

Now, I don’t much like the word 
“spirituality.” Although it has an 
honorable Christian pedigree, in 
current usage it often denotes some- 
thing vague and pagan, as in “native 
spirituality.” In contemporary public 
discourse, it’s cool to be “spiritual,” 
but not so cool to be “religious,” es- 
pecially if the religion in question is 
historic Christian orthodoxy, howev- 
er generously defined. 

What I want to reflect on here is a 
decidedly Christocentric spirituality, 
one which wants to take with utmost 
seriousness the basic Christian con- 


fession Kurios lesous, “Jesus is Lord” 
(1 Corinthians 12:3), combined with 
a commitment to the supreme au- 
thority of Scripture and a healthy 
(but not uncritical) respect for the 
confessional and theological tradi- 
tion of orthodox Christianity over 
the last two millennia, 

Within this context, I want to say 
a few words about spirituality as 
the cultivation of a personal rela- 
tionship with Jesus Christ, and to 
do so as someone whose identity 
has been largely shaped by the tra- 
dition of Dutch Neo-Calvinism: the 
same tradition which has given rise 
to Redeemer University College. 

Without getting into too much 
detail, let me describe briefly what 
Ignatian spirituality has meant for 
my own private spirituality in recent 
years, leaving aside the spiritual ex- 
ercises that I engage in as a regular 
churchgoer, as member of a “small 
group” in our congregation, and as a 
marital partner. 

Before breakfast, I go to my com- 
puter and access the website of 
Sacred Space, the devotional aid put 
on the web by the Irish Jesuits, which 
is used by thousands of Christians 
around the globe every day. For each 
day, it leads the participant through 
a regular series of steps, including a 
time of relaxation and spiritual fo- 
cusing, a review of the last 24 hours 
in one’s life in the light of God’s pres- 
ence, a meditation on a Scripture 
passage, an imaginary conversation 
with Jesus about this, and a final 
doxology. 

As part of this time of meditation 
and prayer, I also write a paragraph 


on the computer in my prayer jour 
nal. All of this usually takes about 
half an hour, although it can also be 
considerably shorter or longer. 

The Sacred Space website fol 
lows the basic pattern of “Ignatian 
spirituality”, that is, it is based on 
the Spiritual Exereises of Ignatius of 
Loyola, the sixteenth-century found 
er of the Jesuit order. | appreciate its 
emphasis on the use of the imagi- 
nation, both in getting close to the 
biblical text and ip dialoguing with 
Jesus, - 

Since the website is available in 
different languages, | often avoid 
the English version and try another 
language, often German. This some- 
times has the effect of speaking more 
freshly to me ne in the well-worn 
English phrases. — 

I do not alway8 agree with every- 
thing that I find 6n this website, and 
I have lots of stions about how 
Ignatian spirituality works, but this 
has not prevented me from being very 
enriched by t em. Every Christian 
tradition has dev@loped specific dis- 
ciplines or exereises which can help 
in growing in this knowledge, and 
the different traditions can enrich 
and correct each Other. Ignatian spir- 
ituality has brought me closer to a 
relationship specifically with Jesus, 
as not only my Lord and Savior, but 
also my friend and brother. 

Not forsaking the biblical empha- 
sis of my upbringing and tradition, | 
also read several additional chapters 
of Scripture, from both the Old and 
the New Testament, at some time 
during the day, as part of a sched- 
ule which gets me through the whole 


Bible once every year. 

However, | make no attempt to 
read these chapters devotionally; 
they are simply a way of ensuring 
that | am regularly re-immersed in 
the whole biblical story every day. 
It prevents me from losing sight of 
major biblical themes which might 
get neglected, notably 
the reality of God’s judgment, and 


otherwise 


His providential involvement in all 
things. 

In addition, I see a spiritual direc- 
tor about once a month with whom 
I discuss the ups and downs of my 
spiritual life in Ignatian terms. I’ve 
had a number of different spiritual 
directors over the last five years, and 
have learned a great deal from them. 
My current “director” (this is really a 
misnomer, since she is more of a spir- 
itual companion or friend than any- 
thing else) is a Roman Catholie nun 
with many years of experience. 

Finally, lam committed to regular 
intereessory prayer. | have a list of 
people and families for whom I pray 
on a regular basis, although I must 
confess that this has faltered a bit 
of late. Five weeks of overseas trav- 
el last summer were very detrimen- 
tal for this particular discipline, and I 
have not fully recovered from it yet. 

The term “personal relationship”, 
as applied to the way Christians re- 
late to Jesus Christ or to God is not 
uncontroversial, Dr. John Suk, the 
Institute 
Christian Studies in Toronto, anoth- 
er institution rooted in Dutch Neo- 
Calvinism, recently gave a lecture at 
Redeemer in which he pointed out 
some ways in which the phrase “per- 


President-elect of the for 


sonal relationship” has been cheap- 
ened and debased in certain circles, 
and thus could give rise to misun- 
derstanding. As a result, he advocat- 
ed avoiding it altogether. 

Although I agreed with much of 
what Suk said, my own strategy is 
not to abandon the language of “per- 
sonal relationship”, but to reclaim it. 
After hearing Suk speak, I was struck 
to discover that I myself, in a sermon 
on Psalm 95 written in 2000, had said: 
“There is a personal relationship be- 
tween God and his people, a bond 
which the Bible calls covenant.” 

In an 
Redeemer 


Email discussion with a 
about God’s 
pleasure almost two years ago, I had 
written: “Although we shouldn't re- 
strict God’s pleasure in his people to 
his personal relationship with them 
(as Father, King, Friend, etc.), I be- 
lieve that is the centre of it. That’s 


colleague 


the truth of pietism.” In short, I don’t 
have any problem with the language 
of “personal relationship”, although 
I acknowledge it can be abused. 

with 
Christ can be cultivated in many 
ways. (A popular survey of twelve 
different ways of cultivating this re- 
lationship is Richard J. Foster’s best- 
selling book Celebration of Discipline: 
lhe Path to Spiritual Growth, first pub- 
lished in 1978). But prayer, worship, 
Bible study and meditation are espe- 


A personal relationship 


cially prominent in cultivating a per- 
sonal relationship with Christ. These 
are all ways of enhancing our knowl- 
edge of Christ—of strengthening and 
deepening our fellowship and com- 
munion with Him as we walk in cov- 
enantal partnership with Him. 


Witchcraft Is More than Halloween Fanfare 


Ignorance of the spirits of 
hell inhibits desperately 
needed witness 


AMANDA SCARLETT 
Special to The Crown 


sk a person what his definition of a 

witch is, and you'll get plenty of an- 
swers: dresses in black, gothic, casts spells, 
black cats, dancing naked in the moonlight, 
pointy hats, satanic rituals, and other regular 
cultic stuff. Ask a Christian, though, and you'll 
almost always get the same answer: someone 
who worships Satan. It would surprise many, 
Christians included, to know all of these defi- 
nitions are false. Yes, all of them. 

Now, I’m not talking about Wicca, a divi- 
sion of witchcraft which first emerged in full- 
force about 60 years ago. (Wicca is a mixture 
of New Age stuff and traditional witchcraft 
with really no strong religious foundation.) 
I'm speaking of a much older form, one which 
has strong Celtic roots with over centuries of 
practice. 

There are many divisions of witchcraft, 
though the mainstream is the worship of na- 
ture, and of the Mother Goddess, who (as 
witches believe) gave life and cares for all life 
on earth. In essence, the Mother Goddess is 
nature; hence, she is Mother Nature or Earth 
Goddess. Some sects of witchcraft also have 
deities who are worshiped, but essentially all 
worship stems back to the Mother Goddess. 
Spells are used as means of prayer; wishes to 
the Goddess and Deities are made using ritu- 
als and certain mixtures of plants to commune 
their wishes and prayers. It’s using nature to 
communicate with nature. 

There are two forms of witchcraft at its 
heart: black and white. White communi- 
cates with the good spirits of nature and the 
Mother Goddess, and black with the darker 
spirits of chaos and destruction. Again, there 
are many different sects of witchcraft, but this 
is the most popular among devout, practising 
witches and also the two forms I practiced for 
about three or four years. 

Yes, you did read that last sentence cor- 
rectly. I practised (unknown to friends and 
family, including my parents) both white and 
black magic. But I didn’t stop there; I threw 
in some New Age stuff to keep it interesting, 
very cool, and very dangerous: Ouiji, Tarot, 
Séances, summonings (séances with only one 
person), channeling, voluntary possession, 
Voodoo, astral projection, rituals, and spells, 
I’ve been there, done that, and have the spiri- 
tual scars to prove it. 

Why has witchcraft lasted for hundreds 
of years compared to many Western sorcery- 
based religions? Why is New Age so popular 
and continually growing? Because it works! 
These religions wouldn't be so popular and be 
gaining momentum if they didn’t work! It’s a 
continuously growing problem in today’s so- 
ciety that most churches and those in spiritual 


authority are uncomfortable with and avoid 
discussing. We are told that these religions are 
growing but never why they are growing or 
how to properly minister to them. 
How can we properly minister to these 
ple if we are under the assumption they 
ingly worship Satan and are evil? Most peop! 
approach it with the “fire and brimstone” ap 


proach, hoping to instill the fear of God in 4 
them and expose the devil for what he real- . 


ly is. Nevertheless, you can’t scare someone 
when they already have such strong convic- 
tions about their own afterlife. 

Christians need to prepare and also protect 
themselves. Mystic religions aren't like most 
monotheistic religions; mystic religions can 
levitate an object in front of you, cast a spell 
and see immediate results (often within days 
or even hours, as compared to monotheistic 
prayers which can often take months, years, or 
even decades to see results), and present spir- 
its even to non-believers. How can the average 
Christian compete with something like that if 
she isn’t prepared for it? How do you deal 
with those kinds of situations? In actuality, 
many Christians find themselves sucked into 
these New Age and different sects of witch- 
craft for just this reason. It doesn’t have to be 
something as severe as a complete conversion, 
but it can be as innocent as starting to do Tarot 
readings or trying a séance just once. 

How do you minister to people who be- 
lieve in God and Jesus but use Tarot to com- 
municate with them? How do you minister to 
people who believe in God and Jesus, but be- 
lieve that after the Fall, God put the Mother 
Goddess (in some sects thought to be God’s 
daughter, or even His wife in others) in charge 
of nature, since mankind had shattered its re- 
lationship with nature and would no longer 
be able to care for it properly, and these peo- 
ple are merely those chosen by the Mother 
to help her continue the task given to her by 
God? How do you minister to someone who 
believes that the Mother is the true creator of 
all things and God is actually an evil spirit set 
on leading the world astray from the Mother 
by using Jesus and the Bible as guises? Unless 
Christians are prepared for these things and 
ideas, they fall victim to it. 

It seems that, just as God and Jesus have be- 
come taboo in the secular world, so too has the 
talk of mysticism and real spiritual warfare 
become taboo in the Christian family, school, 
and church. The Bible tells us that these things 
are out there and they are dangerous: “For 
our struggle is not against the flesh and blood 
but against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heav- 
enly realms” (Ephesians 6:12). Jesus exorcized 
demons and unclean spirits (Matthew 9:28-34, 
12:22, 18:14-20), so we know they do exist and 
directly affect people’s everyday lives. Jesus 
gave the gift to His disciples to exorcize spirits 
(Matthew 9:8, Mark 9:14-29) and are warned 
that some spirits require extra effort to expel 
(Matthew 18:14-20). One of the spiritual gifts 
is discernment (I Corinthians 12:10) and we 
are told to test spirits for those who do not 
have this spiritual gift (I John 4:1-3), 

So if the Bible tells us these things are out 


a 


‘4 


there, why aren’t we better prepared mentally, 
emotionally, and, most importantly, spiritually 
to confront and deal these issues? The church 
and those within the church need to get out 
of their comfort zones and begin addressing 
how to both minister to these people as well 


as how to protect ourselves while we minister 
just as the Scriptures tell us (Ephesians 6:10- 
17). It’s time to speak out and help ourselves 
and others fulfill the commission Christ gave 
to us all, Rather than throwing witches into 
the fire, let’s help them out. 
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Life is an aventure in French 


November 2, 2005 ° 


JENNIFER WEENING 
Senior Staff Writer 


ast year, as I started my job as 

Editor-in-Chief of The Crown, I 
thought it would be the last big chal- 
lenge of my university career. I could 
not have been more wrong. 

This year, I find myself in Paris, 
France, where I'm being faced with a 
completely new set of challenges, and 
I'm wishing they were as simple to 
deal with as “what picture should we 
put with that article?” As I sit down to 
write this article, however, one chal- 
lenge from last year resurfaces: the 
inevitable writer's block that conve- 
niently showed up every two weeks 
about an hour before my editorial 
was due. 

Being in a foreign place with its 
own customs and a very different 
way of life has led me to appreciate 
those things back home that I tend 
to take for granted, from the obvious 
like friends and family to the not-so- 
obvious like dollar stores, refills, reg- 
ular internet access, and brand names 
that I recognize. 

It is, however, impossible not to ap- 
preciate some aspects of French cul- 
ture: its architecture and history, its 
public transportation system, its out- 
door markets, and its fresh baguettes 
and pastries every morning are just a 
few things the French know how to 
do well. 


Former Crown Editor-in-Chief Jennifer Weening pause: 


ELLIOT NAIMAN 


in front of the Eiffel Tower in Paris, France. She is 


currently taking classes at the Fondation Marjolin to fulfill the requirements of her French degree. 


Of course, it is also important not 
to look at a foreign country with rose- 
coloured glasses, and I can admit that 
there are a couple of areas where the 
French could use some improvement. 
Parisians, who are very clearly dog- 
lovers, do not seem to understand the 
concept of “stoop-and-scoop,” which 
makes every stroll on the sidewalk 
an adventure as pedestrians try to 
avoid the latest droppings. Crossing 
streets in Paris can be dangerous as 
well, even when the “walk” symbol 
is displayed, as French drivers are no- 


toriously impatient. It never ceases to 
amaze me how often they use their 
car horns to show their impatience 
while driving, and yet it is equally 
typical for Parisians to while away 
the time in a café for several hours on 
a given afternoon, 

These observations on «my part, 
however, are just minor things and 
are meant mainly in jest. My expe- 
rience in Paris thus far has been far 
more meaningful than simply ap- 
preciating the beauty of the tourist 
attractions and consuming its gour- 


met delights. It has been both a physi- 
cal (any given day involves walking 
up and down roughly five hundred 
steps) and an emotional challenge for 
me, and it has already stretched me 
further than I ever expected. 

As the only Redeemer student in 
France right now (three more will be 
coming in January for the second se- 
mester), the biggest challenge I have 
had to deal with is learning to be alone. 
It’s not an easy thing when you're al- 
ways used to having friends and fam- 
ily around you. However, my sense of 


isolation has, over time, changed into 
a sense of independence; it has led me 
to discover new things about myself 
and has forced me to meet new peo- 
ple. God has blessed me with a couple 
of wonderful, supportive friends that 
I may have never met had I not come 
to France on my own. 

Another challenge that I have had 
to face is, obviously, the language 
barrier. Before I left Canada, I thought 
that I knew how to speak French. It 
was quite the humbling experience 
when, every time I would speak to a 
shopkeeper or a waiter, he would au- 
tomatically switch to English upon 
hearing my horrendous French ac- 
cent. Six weeks of hearing and speak- 
ing nothing but French has helped 
me make great strides in that depart- 
ment, but it is nevertheless difficult 
to be so far from the comfort of the 
English language in which I can com- 
municate much more clearly. My clos- 
est friend here, however, is a French 
girl studying English in Paris, and 
we've spent several evenings doing 
our homework together, helping each 
other and laughing over our respec- 
tive problems with each other’s lan- 
guage. 

It is blessings like the blessing of 
this friendship that remind me con- 
stantly of God’s hand at work in all 
of my situations over here across 
the ocean, far from all the comforts 
of home. He is constantly prodding 
me to see my new challenges as op- 
portunities for growth and to take 
advantage of not just the learning ex- 
periences available in the classroom, 
but especially those that crop up un- 
expectedly during this cross-cultural 
encounter. 


Should Christians Turn to the “One-Child” Policy? 


“Just one?” she says, incredulous, not be- 
lieving what she has just heard. 

“Maybe one,” I repeat, knowing that it is 
not really my choice but daring to hope none- 
theless. 

“Only children can be spoiled brats,” she 
says. “They never learn to share attention, and 
they have all of their parent’s resources.” 

“I’m sure a number of studies will support 
your view, but researchers have also found 
that only children never have to fight for at- 
tention. Only children realize that their turn 
will come because mom and dad aren't always 
trying to juggle them with other siblings. 

I've been reading this book called Maybe 
One by Bill McKibben. He says that voluntary 
population control might be a good idea in 
our time. He’s careful, though, not to step on 
anyone's toes. 

It is not a case of blaming anyone who has 
a large family. I love every one of my siblings 
and am very glad to have them. I’m much 
happier to have had a brother who died when 
I was young than if | had not had a brother at 
all. 

But this is not about our parents or our sib- 
lings or about the baby-boomer generation. It 
is about an increasingly connected world of 
6.4 billion people where loving our neighbor 
by and large means grudging our taxes, giv- 
ing a bit to the church, and volunteering oc- 
casionally. 

It is about a Western world where each 
mouth consumes food that takes far more en- 
ergy to grow and transport than it contains, 
while simultaneously demanding that food 
should cost less. 

McKibben uses lettuce as an example. 
When lettuce comes to us from California’s 
Central Valley, the head, which contains only 
50 Calories, has already used 400 Calories of 
energy in its production (if you factor in the 
planting, spraying, fertilizing, and harvesting 
of the lettuce, as well as the production and 
transportation of the sprays and fertilizers), 
and a further 1800 Calories is used when the 
lettuce is transported across the United States. 
When we eat that head of lettuce, it is at a net 
cost of at least 2150 Calories. 

While developing from hunter-gatherers 
into “civilized” people, we've gone from con- 
suming 2,500 calories per day —a little more 
than what was invested into a single head of 
lettuce —to consuming 31,000 calories per day, 
per capita, globally. North Americans con- 
sume about six times this figure.” 


“But they didn’t have 
the energy we have,” she 
says. “They didn’t have 
cars and engines and 
stuff—they didn’t even 
have gas! They may have 
consumed less, but they 
also accomplished less. 
Everyone had to spend 
most of the day looking 
after their food supply. 

We have created resources, or the means of 
using them. This allows us to develop things 
like paper and computers, and it allows us 
to train people like doctors, lawyers, engi- 
neers,” 

“We still don’t consider the commons. 
Global carbon dioxide levels are the current 
concern, simply because most of the energy 
we use comes from burning up something 
else. 

Land degradation is another concern: re 
cord levels of soil are being washed from our 
fields as we grow record levels of food. The 
constant search for higher agricultural yields 
has led to increasing reliance on fewer high 
yielding, high-input dependent crops. 

That’s what we say sustains our schools, 
hospitals, businesses, and our standard of liv 
ing. It is obvious that this way of living is fun 
damentally unsustainable: the more people 
there are, the higher the demands for fewe: 
resources will be.” 

“So why don’t we just fix it? If there are 
more people, there are more minds and ideas 
to use to wrap our heads around the prob 
lem.” 

“Yes, but is that really the case? Most of us 
hardly listen to other peo- —— 
ple’s ideas as it is! We're 
working to bring about 
justice and to alleviate 
poverty, but the gap be- 
tween rich and poor has 
never been larger! 

The problem is not 
getting any smaller. 
Regardless of how many 
brilliant minds we create, 
does this balance out the 
enormity of the problem 
with which we are being 
saddled? 

Let’s imagine that a fam- 
ily has three kids, so they 
get a minivan. These kids 


JAKOB VAN DORP 
Senior Staff Writer 


At the rate we're 
going, we are killing 
off the other plants 
and animals God has 
made—the ones we 
are supposed to rule 

over in the same 

manner as Christ 
rules over us. 


Way mean having less kids 


Being a better steward bi 


are raised well, and they 
love the Lord, get mar- 
ried, and have three kids 
each. They each end up 
buying minivans or cars— 
maybe just one vehicle for 
each household, There are 
now three vehicles for the 
“kids”, and the parents 
may still have one vehicle, 
too, 

A generation later, the grandkids have ve- 
hicles for their families, so there are now nine 
vehicles on the road. It doesn’t matter how 
much more efficient we make our vehicles, 
the rate of increase in resource-using ma- 
chines—900% in two generations — outstrips 
any increase in efficiency. 

Now multiply that by a whole household 
worth of stuff! And this is assuming we are 
getting wiser and more efficient. 

Many of our parents were raised in small 
homes with large families. Some parents 
shared bedrooms with siblings. Perhaps their 
homes were too small, but they were within 
the means of their parents. 

Family size is tending to decrease, but the 
average house size is increasing. We don't 
have to look far beyond Redeemer’s borders 
to see that. 

As Christians, we need to be living in the 
world, and [using] less of the world, Even 
though average family size is decreasing, 
“populations are still increasing. I think we've 
pretty much filled the world. 

At the rate we're going, we are killing off 


the other plants and animals God has made— 


the ones we are supposed to rule over in the 
same manner as Christ 
rules Over us. 

What about God's other 
mandate; to go out and 
make disciples of all na- 
tions? We send mission- 
aries and support them 
with our gifts, but it seems 
our current mission focus 
is often insular —building 
up the church from within, 
preaching to our children 
rather than to our neigh- 
bours, and emphasizing 
the covenant relationship 
God has with his people 
over the invitation to all to 
be saved in Christ. 


We call it “Dutch Evangelism”. Should we 
devote so much of our mission energies to 
birthing and raising more covenant children 
or to bringing the good news of salvation to 
our neighbours, encouraging them to become 
our brothers and sisters in Christ? Why not 
adopt a child? Why do we justify hunting for 
the bottom dollar by saying we’ ve got mouths 
to feed, when the bottom dollar is achieved so 
often at the expense of the commons we share 
with our neighbours? 

The apostle Paul wrote that marriage should - 
be considered only by those who could not re- 
sist fornication. Having no spouse should 
equal no chance of procreation; but why is he 
minimized? Have we gotten too comfortable 
in the communities we have formed? 

I don’t want to favor mandatory celibacy 
for leaders in the church, nor do I want to cast 
blame upon anyone with children. I simply 
want to propose that if we are called to have 
spouses, we should consider having fewer 
children and take the opportunity to spend 
more time with them, using our resources 
to love them and our neighbours across the 
world; those who grow our food and coffee, 
manufacture our clothes, electronics, and 
other consumer goods, and share in the rich- 
ness of life in God’s world. 

Maybe we could even work less, realizing 
that we need less to be satisfied. Recycling 
is not the only solution, and reusing isn’t ei- 
ther—not even reducing the amount each 
one of us consumes can fix our massive envi- 
ronmental problems. 

The same goes for having smaller fami- 
lies. If we limit our families so we can keep 
more for ourselves, we truly gain nothing, 
but if we recognize that reducing consump- 
tion also means reducing consumers, creat- 
ing fewer of them to begin with is part of the 
solution, 

God delights in each and every human 
being and grieves the corruption of His 
image. He clearly loves the rest of this world 
as well—the Leviathan, which he created for 
his pleasure, the lilies of the field, and even 
the sparrow —as parts of His revelation. 

Perhaps by being a smaller species we can 
better fulfill God’s commands to fill the earth, 
rule over it, and make disciples of all nations. 
Perhaps we can take more time to respond 
to that call, extending Christ's rule of service, 
justice, and mercy far beyond our own off- 
spring. We can extend it to our neighbours, 
near and far, in space and in time.” 
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24/7 Prayer Event Makes Time with God a Priority 


Moving the World Through Outstreched Arms 


MATT PAMPLIN 
Student Life Coordinator 


remember standing in a night 
eps at a youth leaders meet- 
ing in Germany four years ago, I 
was listening to this guy called Pete 
Greig talk about prayer. He said 
his church had started this thing 
called 24/7 Prayer: the people of 
his church were praying all week, 
every hour of the week, I remember 
thinking, “Wow, that’s crazy but 
impressive!” 

“I challenge all of you to sign up 
on the website,” said Greig. I decid- 
ed to pray about it! I shared this vi- 
sion with my youth group, and they 
thought it sounded cool, and that 
we should try it some time—maybe 
when the Spirit prompted us. 

Three months later | got a phone 
call from a girl in my youth group. 
She said that we should do 24/7 
Prayer soon. I said, “Okay, when?” 
She said, “In two weeks. I've signed 
us up on the website!” So I gathered 


some youth leaders and friends to- 
gether, borrowed a building, and 
set up a week of prayer. 

24/7 Prayer was amazing and it 
revolutionized my youth group. | 
had young people who didn’t pray 
much—or ever—spend three or 
four hours in the prayer room. 

One day while I was in the prayer 
room, a young person who was not 
a Christian walked in and said she 
had felt drawn to come there! The 
prayer week went so well that we 
ran the program for three more 
weeks. I found out last week that 
there are plans to set up a perma- 
nent 24/7 prayer room in down- 
town Hamilton. 

A few years later, while in my 
office at Redeemer, | find myself 
reading Greig’s book on 24/7 Prayer 
called Red Moon Rising and think- 
ing it would be a good idea to set 
24/7 Prayer up on campus. 

Wouldn't it be great to get a 
group of students to spend all week 
in prayer, seeking God for their 


world and their generation? With 
the help of Simon LeSieur and oth- 
ers, we ran one prayer week that 
turned into three straight prayer 
weeks. 

[can imagine people reading this 
article thinking: “This is a cool new 
idea, but why 24/7 Prayer? What's 
the point? Why have a week and a 
specific room set aside for prayer? 
Can't we pray all the time?” 

These are all valid questions 
and here are my thoughts on these 
questions. I believe we need to see a 
generation of young people rise up 
who are passionate about prayer, 
about personal holiness, and about 
influencing their world: “History 
belongs to the intercessors and 
when we pray we need to believe 
that we have a God who answers 
and acts” (2 Chronicles 7:14-16), 

In the book of Ezekiel, there is 
a picture of a valley of dry bones 
being raised into an army, At times, 
it may seem that we are just dry 
bones, but God wants to raise an 


army. 

One of the great things about 
24/7 Prayer is seeing the creativ- 
ity of prayer. Greig notes that the 
last few years have seen a revolu- 
tion in worship but not prayer, yet 
twice as many references are made 
in the scriptures to prayer than to 
worship. 

When you go into a 24/7 prayer 
room, all your senses are stimulat- 
ed: the room is filled with art, co- 
lour, light, passion, and life. You 
can pray in many different ways, 
or you can spend time in silence. 
Prayer is vital as it helps us grow in 
our walk with Jesus: it helps us to 
hear the heart of God and respond. 

“Prayer isn’t just communica- 
tion, its communion,” said Thomas 
Merton. This is another key to 24/7 
Prayer. We live in a fast-paced so- 
ciety that says busyness is close to 
godliness. Having a week set aside 
for prayer challenges us to take an 
hour or more out of our schedule to 
spend time with God, 


The Resurrection of Courtship 


Finding someone special isn’t a shopping spree 


The argument always is: “I can 
pray any time.” But do you really 
spend enough time in prayer dur- 
ing the week?” 

The challenge of 24/7 Prayer is 
to take these principles and values 
and to carry them on in daily living. 
Greig, says in his book that prayer 
is not an end in itself, but the hope 
is that after we have prayed we 
would be inspired to take action 
in our churches, our communities, 
and our world. 

The challenge is: are we really ; 
willing to give God time? Is He re- 
ally worth time in our busy sched- 
ule? Is busyness replacing time : 
with God? 

God is challenging a young gen- 
eration to be sold out for Him and _, 
to live lives of such holiness that , 
it hurts the eyes of those around 
them. Get involved in 24/7 Prayer 
next semester and be part of the ad- 
venture, 


JOY JOHNSON 
Special to The Crown 


hat would you pay for the 

answer to your dating di- 
lemmas? One million dollars in the 
form of Williams gift certificates? 
Perhaps the gift from OSAP that was 
intended to go toward tuition? Have 
no fear, I will perform a task of good- 
will and let you have it for free. The 
hypothetical _ pot-of-gold-over-the- 
rainbow is indeed that of courtship. 

I know what you’re thinking. No, 
I am not 75-years-old, I don’t play 
bingo, and I only wear cardigans 
when it’s chilly outside. The idea of 
courtship that I propose is not that 
of our forefathers, smelling of moth- 
balls and covered in dust. We can re- 
vamp courtship into a modern-day 
phenomenon, and what better place 
to test it than right in our own back- 
yard? Each of us has a chance to be 
the Sigmund Freud of our time! 

Oh, how rude of me, I should de- 
fine “courtship” for all you young 
ones. The best definition of court- 
ship I’ve found is “the act of woo- 
ing.” Just to be clear, wooing is “to 
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ask in marriage” or “to court, to so- 
licit eagerly, or to seek to gain.” 

Now that we've covered the 
meanings, I know you're asking 
why this matters to you. The point 
of this article is to provide you “sin- 
gletons” with another option if dat- 
ing has let you down. And, for the 
couples that are looking for more 
in their relationship, this article is 
to propose a solution. I have a few 
“dating vs. courting” examples that 
will shed new light on the perspec- 
tive of courtship. 

For all of you female visual learn- 
ers, dating can be compared to win- 
dow shopping, and courting can be 
compared to walking into a shoe 
store with the intent of leaving with 
the perfect pair of black boots on 
sale. 

(Please note that I don’t believe 
you can go to Wal-Mart and find 
Miss Right and that, if you ask for a 
price check on Price Charming, you 
will be mocked. And please note the 
noted: this example is not based on 
personal experience.) 

Dating happens when Penny 
thinks Ralph is pretty okay-looking 
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and Ralph finds Penny pretty spiffy- 
looking herself; a day later, Penny 
and Ralph are going out. Gladys 
and Stan’s courtship resulted in the 
evolution of their relationship from 
friendship to future matrimony. 

A person who intends to court is 
much more specific when it comes 
to selecting a lifetime companion, 
whereas a case of extreme dating is 
“serial dating.” If you are as clueless 
to the term “serial dating” as you 
were to “courtship,” then allow me 
to use an example: 

Joy: So how are you and Matthew 
doing? 

Friend: Matthew and I broke up. 
Now I’m seeing Mark. 


brothers, it also makes Joy very un- 
comfortable. Punishment for “serial 
killing” is incarceration. “Serial dat- 
ing” should share the same fate, in- 
cluding a life sentence. 

Not only is courtship the sensi- 
ble alternative to dating, but also it 
leaves less questions to be answered. 
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In my case, instead of every man 
being a potential date, I’m content 
to wait for a specific mate. Courtship 
relieves the pressure that the world 
and peers place on relationships by 
opening a dialogue with the heav- 
enly Father in regards to His will in 
finding a perfect mate. Even you can 
go to”“www.holymatchmaker.com” 
by allowing God to take control of 
your heart. 

Now that the singletons have been 
dealt with, it is the couples’ turn to 
be examined. Couples, are you dat- 
ing or courting? Is marriage the path 
you and your significant other are 
destined for? If not, where are you 
headed and who have you allowed 
to take control of your direction? 

As I questioned my own direc- 
tion of this article, | found myself 
interrogating those who have all 
the answers, our professors. Among 
other questions, | asked them to de- 
fine a godly relationship. These are 
some of their responses: Professor 
Hackney suggested that a godly re- 
lationship is one in which both part- 
ners are committed to placing the 
other above themselves, and Christ 


Visit www.24-7prayercom for 
more information. 

above all. 

Professor Bowald commented 


that a godly relationship is one in 
which both partners are committed 
to serving, accepting, supporting, 
and defending each other. 

Professor Haas proposed that a 
godly relationship is where you are 
free to be growing and developing, 
before God, without time and ener- 
gy being drained into maintaining 
the relationship. 

Professor Slade believes the ac- 
ronym JOY—Jesus, Others, You— 
should be enforced in all aspects of 
one’s life. 

Lastly, when I asked President 
Justin Cooper and Professor Loney if 
they had any advice, they responded 
with the two Rs: relax and respect. 

A God-centred courtship is more 
likely to have all of these definitions 
because, as | have already men- 
tioned, a proper courtship is based 
on your faith in God concerning 
your future. By giving God control, 
you will be less likely to fear the fu- 
ture since you are too busy enjoying » 
your present. Have faith, let go, and » 
let God. 
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Escape the Eighties: Sacrifice the Shoulder Pads! 


e noticed a bit of a disturbing, 
trend in fashion lately, Well, not 
a trend so much as a throwback. And 
not fashion so much as un-fashion. 
Fashion forecasters have foretold of 
this new trend, and it’s finally made 
an appearance at Redeemer. I'm not 
talking about Uggs, sequins, or white 
broom skirts, though all of these de- 
serve their day in Value Village. No, 
I'm talking about the horrifying re- 
surgence of the eighties styling. 
Now, don’t get me wrong, I love a 
whole lot of things about the eight- 
ies. Power ballads, John Cryer, and 
PacMan on Atari are just some of the 
many, many great things to come out 
of this particular decade. | could talk 
your ear off about the Coreys (that'd 
be Haim, Hart, and Feldman), the 
superiority of John Hughes to every 
other filmmaker in the history of the 
world, and the proper hair-crimping 
technique. | could show you pictures 
of me rocking the side-ponytail, leg 


DIVERSIONS 


warmers, a Popple under one arm, 
and my Lite Brite in the background. 
I could do all of these things, but 
frankly, the eighties is a decade most 
of the world would rather forget. 

The reason for this push for all 
things “eighties” is a little something 
I like to call “lots of good advertising 
by people who really ought to know 
better.” I mean, clearly the advertis- 
ers and fashion designers working 
today were alive in the eighties; even 
the youth editor at Seventeen maga- 
zine has to be at least 22. Do they 
not remember teased bangs? Have 
they forgotten Vulcan-style shoul- 
der pads? Is it possible that they’ve 
repressed tapered legs and sweater 
dresses? I can’t blame them for the 
latter, but really, there’s no call to be 
foisting this age of decadence, this 
culture of yuppie greed and urban- 
ization, on the unsuspecting youth 
of today. 

My first glimpse at this fashion 


Senior Staff Writer 


regression happened while I was 
studying in England. I was walking 
down the Cornmarket in Oxford, 
minding own business, when 
suddenly a woman wearing blue 
eyeshadow, stirrup pants, and a 
woman's blazer with regrettably 
mannish shoulders walked out of 
HMV. I 7. dead in my tracks 
and got hit by a bike. 

When I had collected my books 
tized profusely to the 
fitish man who had run 
me over, I Igoked around to see if 
Eighties Lady was still nearby. She 


“Dear Tim” Answers Your Really. 


Tim gives his insights on jobs, boys, and early morning classes 


Ane¥ 
TIM DYSKTRA 


Senior Staff Writer 


Dear Tim, 
School is expensive, and I’m having 
a hard time getting by. I’m thinking I 
will need to get a job to help ease the 
costs of university. However, | am wor- 
ried that it will interfere with my stud- 
ies. How can I balance working and 
keeping up in my studies? 
Overwhelmed from Off Campus 


Dear Overwhelmed, 

This is choice that many univer- 
sity students have to make. While 
you can’t go to university without 
money, you can’t get a degree if you 
are spending all your time working. 

For most jobs, studying while you 
work is not an option. You might ac- 
cidentally deep-fry your notes, sell 


your text books to a random shop- 
per, or drop your laptop under a 
lawnmower. 

It may take a little bit more cre- 
ativity to keep your mind in school 


The annual pumpkin-carving competition took place 
during Activity Period on Friday, October 21. 
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mode while doing the mind-numb- 
ing tasks your job requires. 

Try to think about how Wal-Mart 
fits into the modern worldview. 
Consider the business ethics of your 
workplace. Psycho-analyze your 
customers based on their purchases. 
Mull over Plato’s Myth of the Metals 
as you slave away. 

Not only will this keep you in a 
school mindset, it will give you prac- 
tical knowledge that you can apply 
to papers or exams, too. 


Dear Tim, 
| really like this guy next door, but he 
doesn’t seem to be paying me much 
attention. | think | have made my ad- 
miration for him clear, but he isn’t re- 
sponding. How can | get him to notice 
me? 

Confused in Calvin Court 


Dear Confused, 

It is likely that this guy sees 
the plethora of dating options at 
Redeemer and is simply weighing 
his options. 

Your best bet would be to ap- 
proach him with his outlook in 
mind. Dating can be full of hard 
choices, so, to ease his mind, you 
could make up a resume. 

Include your objectives for the re- 
lationship, so he can know where 
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Evan MacAlpine goes for a ride on t 
at the Harvest Hoe Down on Frid y) October 21, 


you stand. [nclude interests and 
hobbies. Incorporate past experienc- 
es in dating, including the lengths 
of past relationships and reference 
numbers. 

While few guys are concerned 
about the financial stability of their 
ou the AB! i you may 
want to include your parents’ earn- 
ings for the past fiscal year—in 
case this is someting he is worried 
about. 

You may 
some reference: 
past relations 
youth group | 
A cover letter 


So want to include 
that are outside of 
s, such as a friend, a 
der, or your dentist. 
o lends a degree of 


y, when presenting 


politely, and try to be concise. If all 
likely choose you 
| Happy hunting. 


d time getting up 
d 9 a.m. classes. | 
it the snooze but- 
asleep. What can 
participation 


ie in Luther Court 


Dear Lethargic, ~ 
Your parents are not there to 


"oll 


e mechanical bull 


wasn’t, and I convinced myself that 
she was a product of my over-stim- 
ulated brain. But the door had been 
opened, and suddenly | was seeing 
the eighties everywhere. 

There were acid-wash jeans in 
GAP. A guy I passed on the street 
was wearing a pink t-shirt, a skinny 
tie, a suit jacket, and Chuck Taylors. 
And while celebrating a March birth- 
day at The Bridge, a local dance club, 
there was a guy wearing his sun- 
glasses. Sunglasses. At night, That 
was the final clue. The eighties were 
back with a vengeance. 

My arrival back in Canada proved 
that fashion knows no boundar- 
ies, and that taste doesn’t either. 
Everywhere I looked theré were 
trucker hats, leggings, and Vans that 
looked like Jeff Spicoli’s, Ironic say- 
ings graced t-shirts as far as the eye 
could behold. There were scrunchies 
in hair and sweaters tied around 
shoulders, ponchos and _ stilettos, 


Sensitive Questions 


wake you up to make the school 
bus, and since you are on your 
own, sleeping seems to be the 
more attractive option. 

Sleeping is the better option, but 
obviously you have not come to 
grips with this fact, since you real- 
ize that sleeping in is a problem. 

Perhaps it would be a good idea 
to keep your parents in the picture. 
Ask them if they would be willing 
to move into the basement of your 
dorm so that they can wake you 
up and send you to school with a 
bagged lunch in hand. 

If they are not keen on this idea, 
you could have them phone you 
every morning to wake you up 
and yell at you to go to class. A few 
days of this will incur many beat- 
ings on you from your housemates 
who don’t have morning classes. 
This should motivate you to get up 
for your classes, and your parents 
can discontinue the morning wake 
up calls. 

Another suggestion would be to 
make a sort of “skip jar.” No doubt 
you have heard the statistics of 
how much you are paying for each 
class period. For each class you 
skip, you must deposit the worth 
of the class in cash into the jar. 

At the end of the semester, give 
that jar to me. 


Walking in the Light. 


November 2, 2005 


big hair and bigger shoulder pads. I 
wanted to ery, 

The urge to cry increased when I 
registered in September. There were 
leggings. There were ruffled denim 
miniskirts. There were innocent polo 
shirt collars forced to stand upright 
instead of slouching comfortably 
downwards. My fingers itched to 
right the wrongs. 

So, ladies and gentlemen of 
Redeemer, I’m begging you: if you 
can’t name the members of the Brat 
Pack, if you don’t know the Fresh 
Prince theme song verbatim, if you 
have no idea what an IZOD is, if 
you've never worn glasses that cov- 
ered half your face, if the first boy 
band you'd ever heard of included 
a Nick or Justin, or if my last arti- 
cle made you say “Who the heck is 
Lloyd Dobler?”...for the love of my 
sanity, turn down your collars! Burn” 
your leggings! And if you see shoul- — 
der pads, run! 


Dear Tim, a? 
I’m a second year student and have 
been dating my boyfriend since the — 
beginning of this year, and | am going. 
to his house for dinner this weekend. — 
! am worried because he is Christian 
Reformed and | am Pentecostal. How 
can | make this meeting as smooth as — 


possible? 
Afraid of the Awkward in Aug Hall 


Dear Afraid, 
Cross-denominational rela- 
tionships can be tricky. We are all 
Christians, but the theological differ- 
ences can be difficult to overcome. 

My suggestion would be to casu- 
ally insert as much about Christian 
Reformed theology into your con- , 
versations as is possible without 7 
tually stating your denominatio 
tendencies. 

As you are a Redeemer student, 
you will likely have picked up some — 
Christian Reformed “buzz words” 
that can be include in dinner table 
banter. While at the dinner table, you 
could ask your boyfriend's father to 
“pass the Calvin—oops, I mean the 
corn”, or mention that the “pork 
chops are very predestined—I mean 
tender.” When using this method, 
you don’t have to subjugate your be- 
liefs, and you can still fit in with your 
boyfriend's family. 


Henry, a first-year student, 
didn't quite understand his 
dorm devotions. 
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